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Preface

In the field of statistics, we are usually interested in studying some phenomenon.
To this end, we acquire a sample of observations which we consider as realizations
from a probability distribution with one or more parameters. In frequentist statis-
tics, we regard those parameters as some unknown constants. Our goal is to draw
inferences about them and use those inferences to answer any questions we might
have about the phenomenon under study. As one might surmise, the study of statis-
tics requires a thorough knowledge of probability distributions and their properties.
Chapter 1 of this textbook summarizes some useful elements of distribution theory
and chapter 2 introduces an important family of probability distributions with many

useful applications in statistics.

Suppose we are interested in ascertaining whether a new cholesterol drug is effec-
tive or not. We prescribe the drug to 100 volunteers with a family history of high
cholesterol and measure whether their cholesterol levels have dropped after 3 months

of taking the new drug. For i =1,2,...,100, we define:

¥ 1, cholesterol levels of volunteer ¢ dropped
i = :
0, cholesterol levels of volunteer i didn’t drop

Suppose that X; ~ Bernoulli(p) for i« = 1,2,...,100, where p is the unknown prob-
ability of success of the new cholesterol drug. A good first step in our statistical
analysis would be to obtain a logical estimate of the unknown parameter p based on
the obtained sample of observations xi,...,z100- One might correctly deduce that
the proportion of volunteers whose cholesterol levels dropped after being on the new
cholesterol drug for 3 months is a good estimate of the probability p. If that propor-
tion is "comfortably" larger than 50%, then that’s a sign towards the effectiveness of
the new cholesterol drug. Chapter 3 rigorously introduces some methods of specifying
such estimates of unknown parameters and presents several criteria based on which
different estimates of the same unknown parameter may be compared against each
other to determine the "best" among them. These criteria mainly aim at providing

some "guarantees' that the value of the point estimate is going to lie close to the true



value of the unknown parameter with high probability.

Obtaining a point estimate of the unknown parameter is usually not enough, since
its value depends on the sample we happened to collect and doesn’t provide us with
any information about how the values of the same estimate based on samples that
other people might collect are distributed. In other words, we also want a measure of
how far away the most probable values of the estimate could lie from our specific point
estimate. Thus, we get the idea for the construction of an interval which contains all
the most probable values of the estimate. That interval is constructed in such a way
that it contains the true value of the unknown parameter with some specified level of
"confidence". In our previous example, if we arrive at an interval whose lower endpoint
lies above 0.5, then that provides us with strong evidence that the new cholesterol
drug is actually effective. Chapter 4 presents different methodologies according to

which such confidence intervals are constructed.

Finally, we are interested in checking the validity of hypotheses such as whether
the unknown parameter takes a specific set of values based on the evidence contained
in our sample. For example, we might be interested in knowing whether the proba-
bility of success of the new cholesterol drug is greater than 0.5 or not, i.e. whether
the drug is effective or not. Chapter 5 sets the foundations of the framework for con-
ducting such hypothesis tests in frequentist statistics and introduces several methods

for obtaining decision rules based on the observed sample in such settings.

Bill Katsianos

Panos Andreou



Chapter 1

Elements of Probability

Distributions

1.1 Discrete Distributions

Definition 1.1. (Probability Mass Function - PMF)
fx(x)=P(X =x), ze8={xy,21,...}
Proposition 1.1. (Properties of PMFs)

i 0< fx(z) <1,z €8 ={xg,x1,...};

i, > e fx(z) =1

Definition 1.2. (Cumulative Distribution Function - CDF)

Fx(@)=P(X <2) =S P(X =9) =S fx(y), zek

Yy Yy
Definition 1.3. (Expected Value) If g |x|fx(z) < oo, then:

E(X) =) xzfx(x).

z€S
Definition 1.4. (Indicator Random Variable)

1, YeA
0, Y¢A

It holds that E(X) =1-P(Y € A)+0-P(Y ¢ A) =P(Y € A).

9



10 CHAPTER 1. ELEMENTS OF PROBABILITY DISTRIBUTIONS

Definition 1.5. (Variance) If 3" ¢ 2?fx(z) < oo, then:

Var(X) = E [(X - E(X))g] —E(X?) - [E(X)].

Theorem 1.1. (Law of the Unconscious Statistician)

Efg(X)] = 3 g(a) fx ()

z€S
Definition 1.6. (Independence)

X,Y independent < P(X € A,Y € B)=P(X € A)P(Y € B), VA, BCR

& fxy(zy) = fx@)fr(y), YzeSx, VyéeSy.
Definition 1.7. (Moment Generating Function - MGF)

Mx(t) =E () =) e fx(x)

€S

Notable Discrete Distributions

Bernoulli Distribution - Bernoulli(p), p € (0,1): Success/failure in 1 trial

fX(x) = pa:(l _p)l—a:’ MRS {07 1}7
E(X)=p, Var(X)=p(l-p),
Mx(t) =pe' +1—p, tER,

X,Y ~ Bernoulli(p) independent = X +Y ~ Bin(2,p).

Binomial Distribution - Bin(N,p), N € N, p € (0,1): Number of successes in N

trials

fX(x):<];7>px(1—p)N_m, xe€{0,1,...,N},
E(X) = Np, Var(X)= Np(1-p),
MX(t):(pet—l—l—p)N, t eR,

X ~ Bin(N,p),Y ~ Bin(M,p) independent = X +Y ~ Bin(N + M, p).

Geometric Distribution - Geom(p), p € (0,1): Number of trials until the first

success
fx(x)=p(l—p)* Y, ze{1,2,...},
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1 1
E(X)=-, Var(X)=—,
(X) ’ (X) e
t
pe
MX(t) = 1 (1 —p)et’ t < —log(l—p),

X,Y ~ Geom(p) independent = X + Y ~ NegBin(2, p).

Geometric Distribution - Geom(p), p € (0,1): Number of failures until the first

success

fx(x)=p(1l-p)*, =xe€{0,1,...},
1-— 1-—
E(X):Tp, Var(X) = pzp,
B P
11— (1—p)et’

X,Y ~ Geom(p) independent = X + Y ~ NegBin(2,p).

Mx (t) t < —log(1—p),

Negative Binomial Distribution - NegBin(N,p), N € N, p € (0,1): Number of

trials until the N-th success

rz—1

fx(z) = <N_1>pN(1—p)‘rN, ze{N,N+1,...},

9

| =2

t

pe N
Mx(t) = {1—(1—]))675] , t< _IOg(l _p)a

X ~ NegBin(N,p),Y ~ NegBin(M, p) independent = X +Y ~ NegBin(N + M, p).

Negative Binomial Distribution - NegBin(N,p), N € N, p € (0,1): Number of

failures until the N-th success

fx(z) = <:c jvjiIl)pN(l—p)x, ze€{0,1,...},

Mxy:N{;ﬂ Var(X) =N

Mx(t) = t < —log(l—p),

N
. r
[1—@—@@]’
X ~ NegBin(N, p),Y ~ NegBin(M, p) independent = X +Y ~ NegBin(N + M, p).

Poisson Distribution - Poisson(A), A > 0: Number of events in a fixed time interval

/\x

fx(z) = e_/\av

re{0,1,...},

E(X) = Var(X) = A,
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t

Mx(t) _ e)\(e —1)’

X ~ Poisson(\),Y ~ Poisson(u) independent = X + Y ~ Poisson(\ + p).

1.2 Continuous Distributions

Definition 1.8. (Probability Density Function - PDF) Function fx : R — [0,00)
such that:

P(X € A) = / fx(x)dx, ACR.
A
Definition 1.9. (Cumulative Distribution Function - CDF)

Fe(@) =P <o) = [ fxl)dy, se®

Proposition 1.2. (Properties of PDFs and CDFs)
i fx(z) =20,z €eR;
ii. [ fx(x)de =1;
iii. [0 fx(e)de=Pla<X <b)=Pla<X<b)=Pa<X<b)=Pa<X <b);

iv. P(X =2)=0,z €R;

<

. fx(x) = Fy(x), x € R;
vi. Fx strictly increasing on the set S = {z € R: fx(z) > 0}.

Definition 1.10. (Expected Value) If [, |z|fx(2)dz < oo, then:
E(X) = /R:Efx(m)d:n.
Proposition 1.3. If X >0, i.e. fx(x) =0 Va <0, then:
E <Xk) - /OOO ket 11 — Fyx(z)]dz, k> 0.
In particular, it holds that:

E(X)= /Ooo [1— Fx(x)]dz.

Definition 1.11. (Variance) If [, 2 fx (z)dz < oo, then:

Var(X) = E [(X - E(X))2] = E(X?) - [E(X)].
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Theorem 1.2. (Law of the Unconscious Statistician)

E[g(X)] = / o) fx (z)de

R
Definition 1.12. (Independence)

X,Y independent < P(X € A,Y € B)=P(X € A)P(Y € B), VA,BCR

<~ fX,Y(xay) :fX(x)fY(y)7 V%QGR
Definition 1.13. (Moment Generating Function - MGF)

Mx(t) =E (etX) = / e fx (z)dx

R

Definition 1.14. (Gamma Function)
oo
(k) :/ " lte dx, k>0
0
Proposition 1.4. (Properties of the Gamma Function)

L T(k) = (k- D)0k —1), k > 1;

i T(k) = (k— 1), k € N.

Notable Continuous Distributions

Continuous Uniform Distribution - U(¥1,92), ¥1 < ¥2: Random number selec-

tion on the interval [¢1, J2]

1 15*191

fX(x) 192_1917 FX(:I:) 192_1917 CUE[ 1, 2]7
. U1+ B (292—191)2
EX)=—5— VaX)="—"7""
6192t76191t
My(p) = { T 170
1, t=0
X9
X ~ UMW 2) = U= L~ u(0,1),
0y — 0

UNU(O,I) = X = (192—191)U+191 NU(75‘1,192).

Exponential Distribution - Exp(A), A > 0: Time between 2 events

fX(w):/\e*)‘I, FX(a:):l—e*M, x>0,
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1 1
E(X) = Y\ Var(X) = 2’
A
Mx(t) = y—p < A,

X ~Exp(\) = cX ~Exp(Ae), ¢>0,
X ~ Exp(\),Y ~ Exp(p) independent = min{X,Y } ~ Exp(\ + p),

X,Y ~ Exp(\) independent = X +Y ~ Gamma(2, \).

Gamma Distribution - Gamma(k,\), £ > 0, A >0

AV k1 e
fX(JU)ZF(k) Fle=de 1 >0,
k k
E(X) = Y\ Var(X) = 2’
A k
Mx(t) = ()\—t) ;<A

X ~ Gamma(k,\) = cX ~ Gamma (k,\/c), ¢>0,

X ~ Gamma(k, \),Y ~ Gamma(/, \) independent = X +Y ~ Gamma(k + ¢, \).

Normal Distribution - V' (y,0%), p € R, 02 >0

fxe) = e {~gale-w?}. weR

E(X)=p, Var(X)=o?

1
Mx (t) = exp {,ut+ 202t2} , teR,

X—p

XNN(M,UQ) = Z= ~ N(0,1),
Z~N(0,1) = X:UZ+MNN(M,U2),

X NN(,ul,a%) Y Nj\/'(ug,ag) independent = X +Y NN(M + pig, 0% +a§) )

Beta Distribution - Beta(¢,v2), ¥1 > 0, J2 > 0

_ P +92)

fx(x) T (9, )T (d5) (1—2)"71, 2e(0,1),

A VLD
- . Var(X) = ,
)= rvay ) = G Do 1)

X ~ Beta(ﬁl,ﬂg) = 1— X ~ Beta (192,’[91) ,

E(X

X ~ Beta(d,1) = Y = —log X ~ Exp(9),



1.3. DEFINITIONS AND PROPERTIES

X ~ Beta(1,9) = Y = —log(l — X) ~ Exp(v),

Y ~Exp(¥) = X;=e¢ ¥ ~Beta(?,1) and X =1—¢" ~ Beta(1,9).

1.

3 Definitions and Properties

Definition 1.15. (Covariance) If E(XY) < oo, then:

Cov(X,Y) = E[(X — E(X)) (Y — E(Y))] = E(XY) — E(X)E(Y).

Proposition 1.5. (Properties of the Expected Value)

i.

ii.

iii

iv.

v

E(aX +b) = aE(X) + b;

E(aX +bY) = aE(X) + bE(Y);

i. X,Y independent implies that E(XY) = E(X)E(Y);

a < X < bimplies that a < E(X) < b;

. X <Y implies that E(X) < E(Y).

Proposition 1.6. (Properties of the Variance)

i

ii

iii

iv

A%

. Var(X) > 0;

. Var(aX +b) = a® Var(X);

. Var(aX + bY) = a® Var(X) + b% Var(Y) + 2ab Cov(X, Y);

. X,Y independent implies that Var(aX + bY) = a® Var(X) + b? Var(Y);

. X, Y independent implies that Var(XY) = E (X?)E (Y?) — [E(X)E(Y))".

Proposition 1.7. (Properties of the Covariance)

i

ii.

iii.

iv.

vi.

. Cov(X,a) =0;

Cov(X, X) = Var(X);

Cov(Y,X) = Cov(X,Y);

Cov(aX +b,cY +d) = acCov(X,Y);

Cov(X +Y,Z+ W) = Cov(X,Z)+ Cov(X,W) + Cov(Y, Z) + Cov(Y,W);

X,Y independent implies that Cov(X,Y) = 0.
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Definition 1.16. (Conditional Expectation of X given Y = y)

Y owesy Lfxy (@ |y), X discrete
mxy(y) =EX | Y =y) = €Sx |

Jrxfxyy (x| y)dz, X continuous

Definition 1.17. (Conditional Expectation of X given Y)

E(X|Y)= mX|Y(Y)
Theorem 1.3. (Law of Iterated Expectations)

m , Y discrete
E(X) = E[E(X | V)] = E [mapy (v)] = { &vesy v Wi @) ¢

Jr mx|y(y)fy(y)dy, Y continuous
Proposition 1.8. (Properties of MGFs)

i. Mx(t) = My(t) vVt € R if and only if X, Y identically distributed (belonging to

the same family of distributions with the same parameter values);
il. Max4s(t) = " Mx (at);
ii. MP0)=F (X*), keN;
iv. X,Y independent implies that Mx_ 1y (t) = Mx (t)My(t).

Proposition 1.9. (Notable Probabilistic Inequalities)

E(X)

a 9

i. Markov’s Inequality: X > 0= P(X > a) < a>0

ii. Chebyshev’s Inequality: P (|X — E(X)| > a) < Y2 4> 0

a2

iii. Cauchy - Schwarz Inequality: [E(XY)]*> <E (X?)E (Y?)

iv. Covariance Inequality: [Cov(X,Y)]? < Var (X) Var (Y)
v. Jensen’s Inequality: f convex implies that f (E(X)) < E[f(X)]

Note 1.1. An easy way to remember the direction in Jensen’s inequality is through
the non-negativity property of the variance of a random variable X. More specifically,

we know that:

2

where f(x) =z is a convex function in R.



Chapter 2

Exponential Family of

Distributions

2.1 Introduction

The exponential family of distributions is a class of distributions which includes
many of the most widely used (discrete and continuous) distributions. Its usefulness
lies in the fact that the distributions which belong to it have some common properties,
which allow us to formulate various propositions that are valid for all them. Many well-

known results about these distributions can arise as special cases of these propositions.

Definition 2.1. i. The set ® which contains all the values that an unknown pa-

rameter ¥ can take is called the parameter space.

ii. The set S = {x € R: f(z;9) > 0} is called the support of the distribution with
PMF or PDF f(z;9).

2.2 Omne-parameter Exponential Family

Definition 2.2. A distribution with unknown parameter ¥4 € © C R and PMF or
PDF f(x;9) for x € S C R belongs to the one-parameter (full) exponential family if
the support S doesn’t depend on the value of ¥ and it holds that:

Fla;9) = h(z)eQWT@)=AW),

If Q(¥9) = 19, then we say that the exponential family is in canonical form.

Note 2.1. Indicatively, we mention that the following distributions belong to the
one-parameter exponential family: Bernoulli, binomial with known number of trials,

geometric, negative binomial with known number of trials, Poisson and exponential.

17



18 CHAPTER 2. EXPONENTIAL FAMILY OF DISTRIBUTIONS

Proposition 2.1. If a random variable X has PMF or PDF f(z;1) = h(z)e?T(®)—A®)

in canonical form, then it holds that:

E[T(X)] = A(¥), Var[T(X)]=A"(W), Mr(t)=E [etT(X)} _ GAWH9)—A)

Note 2.2. If Q()) # ¥, then the exponential family may be converted to canonical

form with the reparameterization n = Q(19).

Example 2.1. (Binomial with known number of trials)

T

i) = ()= py e = (V) ermerrissn
X

x
N 1

= exp 4 « log p — Nlog ,
T 1-—p 1—p

h(z) = <N> Q(p) = log

_ (N ) pallog p—log(1-p)]+N log(1-)

T(z)=2xz, A(p)= Nlog

x 1—-p’ 1—p
Consider the following reparameterization:
p e'l 1
= 1 6 R = 1 - n = = = = s
n=log (1=p)e’=p P= I T e

f(x’ 7]) — <JZ> e’]a:leog(e’?Jrl)? A(n) — Nlog (67) + 1) .

Then, it follows that:

Ne
B [T(X)] = B(X) = A(1) = 7 = N,
Var [T(X)] = Var(X) = 4"(n) = —© = N L _ Ny p),

(en+1)2 el+len+1

E (etX) — eA(tJrn)fA(n) — €N 10g<et+77+1)—N10g(e"+1)
N1 et 41 ele + 1\
= ex og———p=(———
PN et e+ 1

e, 1 N . N R O
<6'r]+1€ +6'r]+1> (pe + p) Y E

5
[
5
=
I

2.3 Multiparameter Exponential Family

Definition 2.3. A distribution with unknown parameter vector ¢ € © C R® and
PMF or PDF f(x;9) for x € S C R belongs to the multiparameter exponential family
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if the support S doesn’t depend on the value of ¥ and it holds that:
fla;0) = h(x)e<Q(19)7T(x)>*A(t9),

where Q : © - R4 and T : S — R? with d > s. If s = d, i.e. the dimension of the
vector ¥ is equal to the dimension of the range of the functions ) and T', then we say
that it constitutes a full exponential family. Otherwise, we say that it constitutes a
curved exponential family. If Q(¢) = 9, then we say that the exponential family is in

canonical form.

Note 2.3. Indicatively, we mention that the following distributions belong to the
2-parameter full exponential family: normal, gamma and beta. In contrast, we can
easily see that the continuous uniform distribution on [¢1,9J2] does not belong to
the exponential family, since the support S = [¢1, 2] depends on the value of the

parameter vector ¥ = (91, 92).

Example 2.2. (Gamma)

k 1 1
fak,\) = )(\k:)xk_le_)‘x = —exp {klogg; — Xz — klog 1 logF(kz)} ,

h(z) = i QUi ) = (k,—)), T(x) = (loga,z), Alk,\) = k:log% +log (k).

Hence, the gamma distribution belongs to the 2-parameter full exponential family. [

Example 2.3. (Weibull) For £ > 0, A > 0 and = > 0, we calculate that:

1
flzk,A) = kg~ lem A" — gkl exp {—)\mk —log /\} )

We observe that there exists no way to write the term A\z" as a product of a function
of the parameter vector ¢ = (k, \) and a function of z. Thus, the Weibull distribution
does not belong to the two-parameter exponential family. However, if k£ is a known

constant, then we calculate that:

flx; \) = kbl = gkl exp {—)\xk — log } ,

@) = kb1, Q) = -\, T(z)=2*, A(\) = log %

Therefore, the Weibull distribution with known k belongs to the one-parameter expo-

nential family. O

Proposition 2.2. If f(z;9) = h(z)e?T@)=AW) i5 the PMF or PDF of a random
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variable X in canonical form, then the following hold for j,k =1,2,...,s:
0A %A %A
E[T;(X)] = — T:(X)] = — T:(X), Tp(X)] =
T00) = g ValB0] = G, ColTi0. T = 5
Mp(t) =E [e<t,T(X)>} — pAH0)—AW)

Note 2.4. If Q(¥) # ¥, then the exponential family may be converted to canonical

form with the reparameterization n = Q(99).

Example 2.4. (Normal with mean ¢; and variance )

B V2m U2 PAV)
1 v 1 9 921
h(z) = — PN =—,—=— T(x) = A(Y) = — + = log .
(IL’) /727_[_7 Q( ) <192’ 2192>7 (‘T) (l’,ﬂ?), ( ) 2192+2 0g v
Consider the following reparameterization:
191 1 1 m
= ==, —=— R x (—00,0 Yo=—-, H=—-—
n (nla 772) <Q92’ 2192) S X ( o0, ) = 2 2772) 1 27727
fla;m) ! { + 2Jr—n%Jrll (=2 )}
x;m) = ex x T “log (— ’
n \/ﬂ PYy™m 12 4772 2 g T2
2
Ui 1
A(n) = —— — = log (—2m9).
(n) 2 og (—212)
Then, it follows that:
dA(n) m
ETi(X)]=E(X)= = —— =1},
(0] =E(x) = 50 = L —,
0A(m) _ mi >
E[T2(X)] =E (X?%) = A~ =924
1)) =B (X?) = 0 = il — o =t
0% A(n) 1
Var [T1(X)] = Var (X) = =——=19
o (X)) = Var (X) = S0 = =,

& A(n) 77% 1 2 2
Var [T5(X)] = Var (X?) = = ——= + —5 = 49792 + 295,
( ) on3 203 2n3 ! 2

C Omone 213

Cov [T1(X), To(X)] = Cov (X, X?) = OAl) _ m_ 20105, O

Definition 2.4. A multivariate distribution with unknown parameter ¢ € © C R?

and joint PMF or PDF f(z;9) for x € S C R" belongs to the multivariate exponential
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family if the support S doesn’t depend on the value of ¥ and it holds that:

F(z:9) = h(z)elQWT@)=AW)

Proposition 2.3. Suppose that Xi,..., X, are independent and identically dis-
tributed (iid) random variables from a distribution which belongs to the univariate ex-
ponential family. Then, the joint distribution of the random vector X = (X1,..., X,)
belongs to the multivariate exponential family with PMF or PDF given by:

W (x) = [[r(z:), TH(x) =) T(x;), A*(9)=nA().

=1 i=1
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Chapter 3

Point Estimation

3.1 Introduction

Definition 3.1. i. An n-dimensional random vector X = (X1,...,X,,) is called a

sample of size n.

ii. An n-dimensional random vector X = (Xy,...,X,,) is called a random sample
of size n if the random variables Xi,..., X, are independent and identically

distributed (iid).

Definition 3.2. i. A function T'(X) = T'(Xy, ..., X,) which doesn’t depend on the

value of the unknown parameter ¥ is called a statistic.

ii. A statistic T'(X) is called an estimator of the parametric function g(¥) if it holds
that T (S) C g(9).

Note 3.1. As can be seen from the previous definition, we could consider any arbi-
trary function of the sample X as an estimator of ¢, as long as this function takes
values on the parameter space ©. However, this condition alone is not enough to
give us a good estimate of the true value of 9 in practice. For this reason, various
criteria have been developed to judge whether an estimator of 9 is "good" or not. In
this chapter we will study these criteria for "good" estimators, such as unbiasedness,
the mean squared error criterion, sufficiency, efficiency and consistency. At the end
of the chapter we will study 2 of the most widely used methods of finding estimators

- the maximum likelihood method and the method of moments.

3.2 Unbiased Estimators

Definition 3.3. i. A statistic 7'(X) is called an unbiased estimator of the paramet-

ric function g(9) if it holds that Ey [T(X)] = ¢g(9J) VI € ©.

23
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ii. The function biasg ) [T'(X)] = Ey [T'(X)]—g(?) is called the bias of the estimator
T(X) with respect to the parametric function g(v).

Interpretation: The property of unbiasedness ensures that an estimator of 9 takes
values close to the true value of 9, but it doesn’t provide any information about
how tightly concentrated all the most probable values of the estimator are around
that value. Therefore, this property doesn’t suffice in order to characterize a "good"
estimator, since it could potentially take values very far away from the true value of
¥ with high probability. In order to ensure that all the most probable values of the
estimator are tightly concentrated around the true value of ¥/, we must also demand

that the estimator have as small a variance as possible.

Note 3.2. We observe that a statistic 7'(X) is an unbiased estimator of g(¢) if and
only if bias,y) [T(X)] = 0 Vi € ©. For a given parametric function g(1J) there may
not exist any unbiased estimator, there may exist a unique unbiased estimator, or

there may exist multiple unbiased estimators.
Definition 3.4. i. The statistic X = % Yoy X, is called the sample mean.

ii. Consider the following statistic:

n

1 - 1 - —2
# S mr = (S,
=1

i=1

which is called the sample variance.

Note 3.3. Let Xi,...,X, be a random sample from a distribution with unknown
parameter 9. Then, the sample mean X is an unbiased estimator of g1 () = Ey(X7),
the sample variance S? is an unbiased estimator of go(1)) = Vary(X1) and it holds
that Vary (X) = Lg,(9). We calculate that:

) (%) = 18y (Z Xz-) = LS By () = £ 37 B(%0) = Bal) = 1),
=1 i=1 i=1

Ey (%) = ﬁ [Z Ey (X7) — nEy <X2>]
i=1
nVary(X1) +n [Eﬁ(Xl)]z — Vary(Xy) —n [Eﬁ(Xl)]Q
n—1

= Vary(X1) = g2(9). O
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Example 3.1. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ Bin(N, p) be a random sample with known N. We
know that E(X;) = Np and Var(X;) = Np(1 — p). According to the previous note,
it follows that E(X) = Np and E (5?) = Np(1 — p). Furthermore, we observe that:

E (JbX) =p, E <]1752) =p(1—p).

Therefore, T1(X) = +X is an unbiased estimator of p and T5(X) = 352 is an
unbiased estimator of the parametric function g(p) = p(1 — p). O

Example 3.2. Let X ~ Poisson(A) be a sample of size 1. We want to show that there
doesn’t exist any unbiased estimator of the parametric function g(\) = % Suppose

that the statistic 7'(X) is an unbiased estimator of g(\), i.e. it holds that:

P
_ -
E[T(X)] =g(\) < ;T(m)e =5 ©
.- AT A o~ T(2) 1 _ o= A
)\ZT(x)E:e & Z p_ —Zg &
x=0 x=0 =0
~T(z—1) , ~=1.
;1(35—1)!A ;)x'

Since the left-hand side is a power series without a constant term and the right-hand
side is a power series with a constant term equal to 1, it’s impossible for them to be

equal to each other. Thus, there doesn’t exist any unbiased estimator of g(A) = % O

3.3 Mean Squared Error

Definition 3.5. The function MSE ) [T'(X)] = Ey[(T(X) — g(9))?] is called the
mean squared error (MSE) of the estimator T'(X) with respect to the parametric

function g(¥).

Mean Squared Error Criterion: An estimator 7*(X) of g(¢) is considered "better"
than some other estimator 7'(X) of g() according to the MSE criterion if it holds

Note 3.4. The mean squared error function can be decomposed as follows:
MSEy ) [T(X)] = Varg [T(X)] + bias, 5 [T(X)].

If biasyy) [T'(X)] = 0, i.e. T(X) is an unbiased estimator of g(?J), then we observe
that MSEyy) [T(X)] = Vary [T(X)]. In other words, if we restrict ourselves to con-
sidering only unbiased estimators of g(##), then the "best" among them according to

the MSE criterion is the one which achieves the smallest possible variance. This un-
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biased estimator which achieves the smallest possible variance is called the uniformly
minimum-variance unbiased estimator (UMVUE) ¢(¢#), and we will study some of
its properties in section 3.7. However, this doesn’t exclude the possibility of there
existing a biased estimator of g(¢) with smaller MSE than the UMVUE of ¢(¢), and
thus smaller MSE than any other unbiased estimator of g(¥).

3.4 Sufficiency

Definition 3.6. A statistic T'(X) is called sufficient for the parameter ¥ if the condi-
tional distribution of the sample X given that T'(X) = t doesn’t depend on the value
of ¥ V¥ € © and Vt € T'(5).

Interpretation: A sufficient statistic gathers all the information contained in the
sample for the unknown parameter. In other words, it suffices to compute the value of
a sufficient statistic from a sample of observations, and we will have all the information
we need to estimate the unknown parameter, without further access to the individual

observations.

Proposition 3.1. Suppose that the statistic 7'(X) is sufficient for .
i. If it holds that 7' = v (T™) for some function v, then 7™ (X) is sufficient for 9.
ii. If it holds that ¥ = ¢g(n) for some function g, then T'(X) is sufficient for 7 too.

Theorem 3.1. (Fisher - Neyman Factorization Criterion) Let X be a sample with
joint PMF or PDF f(z;9) for ¥ € © and x € S. A statistic T'(X) is sufficient for the

parameter ¢ if and only if there exist non-negative functions g, h such that:
fa;0) = g(T'(x),9)h(z).

Note 3.5. Suppose that the statistic 7'(X) is sufficient for ¢. If z,y € S with
T(z) = T(y), then we observe that:

f(z;9)  h(z)

fly;9)  h(z)’

which doesn’t depend on the value of 1. Conversely, if that ratio depends on the
value of ¥, then the statistic T'(X) isn’t sufficient for 9.
Example 3.3. Let X1,..., X, ~ Exp()\) be a random sample. We know that:
n n n
Flan) =[[f@sn=1] [Ae**“nm,oo) (:cn} = A" exp {—A > x} 10 00 (),
‘ i=1

i=1 =1

where T(z) = 3.0 x4, g(t,\) = A\~ and h(z) = 1 (0,00)n (7). According to the
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Fisher - Neyman factorization theorem, it follows that the statistic T(X) = > ;| X;
is sufficient for \. O

Example 3.4. Let Xi,..., X, ~ Laplace(u,\) be a random sample with u € R,
known A > 0 and PDF f(z;u) = %e_)“x_/” for x € R. We calculate that:

f(z;p) = <2>nexp{—>\izn;\ﬂfi - u|}7

where T(z) = (x1,22,...,2n), g(t,p) = e A=t li=nl and h(z) = (%)n According
to the Fisher - Neyman factorization theorem, T'(X) = (X1, Xo, ..., X,,) is sufficient
for u. We observe that the sufficient statistic we calculated was the entire sample X,
and we wouldn’t have been able to find any lower-dimensional sufficient statistic than
that. The term ) . ; |X; — p| which appears in the joint PDF of the sample doesn’t

constitute a statistic, since it depends on value of the unknown parameter p. ]

Definition 3.7. We denote the order statistics of the sample X by X(y),..., X(n).
In particular, it holds that Xy = min{Xy,..., X, } and X,y = max{Xy,..., X, }.

Example 3.5. Let Xi,..., X,, ~U(0,79) be a random sample. We know that:

1+ -n
f(x39) = o 1Tt (@) = 97" 10,01 (21)) Tpo.0) (2m)
=1
= 10" jp00) (2(1)) L=oc,0) (T(m)) -

where T(z) = @(n), 9(t,9) = 9" (_so 9] (t) and h(x) = L) (#(1)). According to

the Fisher - Neyman factorization theorem, T'(X) = X, is sufficient for ¢. O

Example 3.6. Let Xi,..., X,, ~U(J,9 + 1) be a random sample. We know that:
F;9) =[] Ty (@) = Tposn (20) oo (Fm)

i=1

where T(I) = (x(l),:c(n)), g(tl,tz,ﬁ) = 11[19779+1] (tl)]l[gﬂ9+1] (tz) and h(x) =1. Ac-
cording to the Fisher - Neyman factorization theorem, it follows that the statistic
T(X) = (X(l),X(n)) is sufficient for ¥. O]

Example 3.7. Let X1,..., X, be a random sample with f(z;\, k) = e @5 for
A> 0,k €Rand z > k. We calculate that:

f(@; A k) = A" exp {—A > (@i — k)} T koo (20)
=1 =1

=\" exp {—)\ Z T; + Tl)\k} ]l[k,oo) ($(1)) )

i=1



28 CHAPTER 3. POINT ESTIMATION

where T'(z) = (3iL) i, 2(1)), g(t1,t2, A\, k) = )\”e_)‘t””’\k]l[k,oo) (t2) and h(z) = 1.
According to the Fisher - Neyman factorization theorem, it follows that the statistic

T(X) = (3i_; X4, X(1y) is sufficient for 9 = (X, k). O

Proposition 3.2. (Sufficiency in the Exponential Family) Suppose that the distri-
bution of the sample X belongs to the multivariate exponential family with PMF or
PDF f(x;9) = h(x)elR0)T@)=40) for ¢ € © and x € S. Then, the statistic T(X)

is sufficient for 4.

Example 3.8. Let X1,...,X, ~ N (¢,9?) be a random sample with ¢ # 0. We

calculate that:

i) = (o ) e {—21792;@: - W}

1 1 & n
— —n/2(,q|—n - T 2 _
(2m) |9 7" exp {19 ;:1 i~ 5 ZEZI i =5 }

1 I
= (2%6)_”/2exp{§;xi—w;x?—nloghﬂ},

where we let h(z) = (2me) 2, Q(Y) = (3. —552), T(z) = (X7 2, >0, 2?) and
A(Y) = nlog|9|. According to the proposition about sufficiency in the exponential
family, it follows that the statistic T(X) = (3.7, X;, > i, X?) is sufficient for 9. We
observe that the distribution of the sample only has 1 unknown parameter, whereas

the sufficient statistic 7'(X) is 2-dimensional, so it’s a curved exponential family. [

Note 3.6. To sum up, we have 3 methods at our disposal for showing that a statistic is
sufficient for some unknown parameter: the definition of sufficiency (usually unwieldy
in practice), the Fisher - Neyman factorization theorem (more straightforward than
the definition) and the proposition about sufficiency in the exponential family (which
may be easily combined with proving the completeness of the statistic). In table 3.1,
we summarize some notable sufficient statistics for the parameters of some widely

used families of distributions.

3.5 Completeness

Definition 3.8. A statistic T'(X) is called complete (for the distribution of the sam-
ple) if Ey[p(T")] = 0 V¥ € O implies that ¢(7') = 0 with probability 1 (almost surely)

for any function ¢.

Note 3.7. We observe that any unbiased estimator of 0 which is a function of a
complete statistic must be almost identically equal to 0. Therefore, if there exist 2

different functions ¢(7") and ¢ (7") which are both unbiased estimators of g(1J), then
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Bernoulli(p)
Bin(N, p) with known N
Geom(p)
NegBin(N, p) with known N > i Xi
Poisson(\)
Exp(A)
N (,u, 02) with known o2
N (u,0%) with known p S (X — p)?
N (,u, 0’2) (Z?:l Xi, E?:l Xzz)
Gamma/(k, \) (Oor log X4, >0 1 X)
Beta (1, J2) (Oor log X5, > log(1 — X5))
U(V1,92) (X, X))

TABLE 3.1: Notable Sufficient Statistics

the statistic 7(X) cannot be complete. Conversely, if T'(X) is a complete statistic,

then there exists at most one function ¢(7") which is an unbiased estimator of g(1).

Definition 3.9. A statistic A(X) whose distribution doesn’t depend on any unknown

parameter ¢ is called ancillary.

Note 3.8. If it holds that A(X) = ¢(T') for some function ¢ and A(X) is an ancillary
statistic, then T'(X) cannot be complete. Conversely, if T'(X) is a complete statistic,
then any function of it cannot be ancillary. In other words, any function of a complete

statistic is informative about the unknown parameter .

Proposition 3.3. If T(X) is a complete statistic and it holds that 7' = ¢ (T*) for

some injective function v, then T*(X) is also a complete statistic.

Note 3.9. In practice, first we find a sufficient statistic for 9 using one of the methods
presented in the previous paragraph, and then we check if it’s also complete. To check
whether the definition of completeness holds, we need to determine the distribution
of the sufficient statistic T'(X), so that we can calculate the expectation Ey[p(T)].

There are 2 notable cases to consider:

i. If the statistic T'(X) = ;- ; X; is sufficient for 9, the distribution of T'(X) follows
directly from the properties of MGFs.

ii. If Xyq,...,X, is a random sample with PDF f(z;v), CDF F(z;9) and sufficient
statistic T'(X) = X(,) or T(X) = X(y) for ¥, then the PDF of T'(X) is computed

as follows:

Fx,,(z) =P (max{Xi,..., X} <2) =P(X; <z,..., X, <)
=P(X1 <) P(X, <) = [F(;9)]",
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Xy (@) = nf (;0) [F(2;9)]" 71,

Fx, () =1-Pmin{Xy,..., Xpn} >2)=1-P(Xs >z,..., X, > 1)
=1-PXy>2) - -P(X,>z)=1—-[1—-F(z;9)]",

Fxoy (@) = nf(;9) [1 = Fa;0)]"

Note 3.10. To compute the expectation Ey[p(T)], we distinguish the following cases:

i.

ii.

iii.

The distribution of T is discrete: The expectation takes the form of a series (or

a sum). Specifically, if it takes the following form:

Eglp(T)] = Y et)o(t) [u(®)]' =0, Vieo,
t=0

then we infer that ¢(¢)y(t) = 0 Vt € T'(S). Furthermore, if 1(t) # 0 Vt € T'(.9),
then we conclude that ¢(t) =0 Vt € T (5).

The distribution of 7" is continuous and its support is (0,00): Suppose that the

integral takes the following form:
BolplT)) = [ eputu@)e " dt = w() [ pule i =0,
0 0

Vi € O. If w(¥) # 0 VI € O, then if follows that:

/ o)y (t)e " Dtat =0, VI € O.
0

The last integral is the Laplace transform of the function ¢(t)y(t) evaluated at
u(¥). We know that the Laplace transform is injective on classes of almost surely
equal functions. Additionally, the Laplace transform of the zero function is equal
to 0, so we infer that ¢(t)1(t) = 0 almost surely. Furthermore, if 9 (¢) # 0, then

we conclude that ¢(f) = 0 almost surely.

The distribution of 7" is continuous and its support is the real line: Similarly,
suppose that the integral takes the following form:
(o)

Bale(T)] = [ epppu@)e @i = w() [~ pippe =,

—0o0 — 00

Vi € O. If w(Y¥) # 0 VI € O, then it follows that:

/ o)y (t)e " Dtdt =0, VI € ©.

—00

The last integral is the two-sided Laplace transform of the function ¢(t)1(t) eval-

uated at u(1)), which is also injective on classes of almost surely equal functions.
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Therefore, we arrive at the desired result in the same manner as before.

iv. The distribution of T is continuous and its support depends on J: The expectation

takes the form of a Riemann integral with an endpoint which is a function of ¥J:

u(9) u(9)
BT = [ et =w@) [ e@uoi=o, vice,

If w(¥) # 0 VY € O, then we infer that:

/u(ﬁ) e(t)Y(t)dt =0, Y9I € 0.
According to the fundamental theorem of calculus, it follows that:
u' (D) (u(?)) ¥ (u(¥)) =0, VI €O.
If o/ (9)Y (u(¥)) # 0 V¥ € O, then we conclude that ¢ (u(d)) = 0 VI € O, i.e.

o(t) =0Vt eu(®). If T (S) C u(O), then the desired result follows.

Example 3.9. Let Xj,...,X,, ~ Poisson(\) be a random sample. We know that
T(X) =", X; ~ Poisson(n\) is sufficient for A. Suppose that E,[o(T)] = 0 VA > 0.

Then, we calculate that:

_ ; P(O)PA(T = t) = ; plt)e ) ; )

VA > 0. It follows that % =0 for t = 0,1,..., which implies that ¢(t) = 0 for
t=0,1,.... Therefore, the statistic T(X) = >_"" ; X; is complete. O

Example 3.10. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ Exp(\) be a random sample. We know that
the statistic T(X) = >.7 | X; ~ Gamma(n,\) is sufficient for X\. Suppose that
Ex[¢(T)] = 0 VA > 0. Then, we calculate that:

ATL o
/ fr(t) =1 / t"leMot)dt =0, YA>0 =

/ o)t e Mdt =0, YA > 0.
0

The last integral is the Laplace transform of the function ((¢)t"~! evaluated at M.
According to note 3.10, we infer that (t)t"~1 = 0 V¢ > 0, which implies that ¢(t) = 0
Vt > 0. Therefore, the statistic T(X) = > | X; is complete. O

Example 3.11. Let X1,..., X, ~U (9% 1) be a random sample with ¢ € (0,1). We
can easily show that the statistic 7'(X) = X(y) is sufficient for ¥J. According to note
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3.9, we calculate that:

fxoy (t) = ﬁ(l )" te (9%1).

Suppose that Ey[o(T)] = 0 V¥ € (0,1). Then, we calculate that:

1 n 1
Eyle(T)] = /192 fxq, @)p(t)dt = a—or [92(1—t)”1¢(t)dt =0, We(01) =

/1(1 — )" lp(t)dt =0, Vo€ (0,1).
192

According to the fundamental theorem of calculus, we infer that:
—20 (1—9)""1p () =0, We(0,1) = @)=0, Vie(0,1)D (¥*1).

Therefore, the statistic T(X) = X(1) is complete. O

Example 3.12. Let Xy,...,X,, ~ U(—13,9) be a random sample with ¥ > 0. We
can easily show that the statistic T'(X) = (X 1), X (n)) is sufficient for 9. According
to note 3.9, we calculate that:

n

Fxi(t) = (20)n

(t+19)n_1a fX(l)(t) = Toa\n

v 0 v,
Ey [ X)) = /_ﬂ n(t+19)”_1(217;)ndt = [(t+79)" (zé)n]_ﬁ - (2119)" /_§(t+29)"dt

29
n+1’

1 1 v
_ - 29'r7.—|—1 — 9 —
R [(ml)“* ) ]_ﬁ

Y 9 v,
Ey [Xq)] = /ﬁn(ﬁ—t)”l(m];)ndt = - [(19 —t)"(2;)n}ﬁ - (2119)” /19(19 —t)"dt

1 1 w1l 20
= Gy [(n+1)wt> +1]_79_19+n+1'

We observe that Ey [X(l) + X(n)] = 0 VY > 0, i.e. the statistic X(;) + X, is an
unbiased estimator of 0 which is a function of 7'(X). According to note 3.7, the
statistic T'(X) = (X(l),X(n)) is not complete. Alternatively, we let ¥; = |X;| for

i =1,2,...,n and calculate that:

Fy,(y) =P(|X1|<y) =P(-y < X1 <y) =P(X1 <y) —P(X; < —y)

y+9 —y+9 y
= F(y;9) = F(—y;9) = 5y " g = g y € (0,9),

ie. Y, = |X;| ~U(0,9) for i = 1,2,...,n. According to example 3.5 (page 27), the
statistic 7*(X) = max{|X1],...,|Xx|} is also sufficient for . In the same manner as

in the previous example, we can show that the statistic 7*(X) is complete. O
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Theorem 3.2. (Complete Sufficiency in the Exponential Family) Suppose that the
distribution of the sample X belongs to the multivariate full exponential family with
f(x;9) = h(x)eRWTE)=A0) for 9 € © C R® and # € S. Additionally, if the set
Q(O) = {QW): ¥ € ©®} C R® contains a non-empty, open subset of R®, then the
statistic T'(X) is sufficient for ¥ and complete.

Example 3.13. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ N(91,92) be a random sample. According to
example 2.4 (page 20), the distribution of the random variables Xi,..., X,, belongs
to the univariate exponential family. According to proposition 2.3 (page 21), the joint

distribution of the sample X belongs to the multivariate exponential family with the
following PDF:

n

_ V] — 1 nd? n
-9) = (2 n/2 L 2_ 71 7y
f(z;9) = (2m) exp{ﬁ2 ;:1 x; 29, E x; 29, 2 ogﬁg},

=1
’ﬁ 1 n n
Q) = (192—2192) . T() = @gx) |

The dimension of the function 7'(x) is equal to the dimension of the parameter (1, J2),
and the set Q(0) = {(g—;,—ﬁ) D (91,792) € R x (0,00)} =R x (—00,0) contains a
non-empty, open subset of R?. According to the complete sufficiency theorem in the
exponential family, the statistic T'(X) = (31, X5, >oi; X?) is sufficient for (91, 92)

and complete. O

Example 3.14. Let X1,..., X, ~ N (19, 192) be a random sample with 9 # 0. Accord-
ing to example 3.8 (page 28), the statistic T(X) = (37, Xi, > iy X?) is sufficient
for ¥. Furthermore, we observe that T'(X) = (nY, (n—1)5?% + ny2> =1 (X,5%).
According to proposition 3.1 (page 26), we infer that the statistic 7%(X) = (X, S?)
is also sufficient for 9. According to note 3.3 (page 24), we know that Ey (5%) = 92.
Additionally, we calculate that:

n
+1

Ey (YQ) = l192 + 9% = LH
n n

92 = Ey <SQ— X2>—0, Vo £ 0,

n
i.e. there exist 2 unbiased estimators of the parametric function g(+J) = ¥? which are
both a function of T*(X). According to note 3.7, the statistic T*(X) = (X, S?) is not
complete. We observe that the complete sufficiency theorem in the exponential family

doesn’t apply in this particular case, since this is a curved exponential family. ]

Note 3.11. To sum up, we have 2 methods at our disposal for checking whether a
statistic is complete: the definition (which requires knowledge of the distribution of
the statistic) and the complete sufficiency theorem in the exponential family (easy to

check whether its conditions hold). In table 3.2, we summarize the distributions of
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some notable complete sufficient statistics.

Bernoulli(p) Bin(n, p)
Bin(N, p) with known N Bin(nN, p)
Geom(p) NegBin(n, p)
NegBin (N, p) with known N Sy, NegBin(nN, p)
Poisson(\) = Poisson(nA)
Gamma(k, ) with known k Gamma(nk, \)
N (p, 0?) with known o2 N (npu,no?)
Exp(4)
Beta(9,1) > log X; Gamma(n, )
Beta(1, ) — > log(l—X5)

TABLE 3.2: Distributions of Notable Complete Sufficient Statistics

Note 3.12. (x? distribution with v degrees of freedom)
i. If X ~ x2 = Gamma (%, 3), then E(X) = v and Var(X) = 2v.
ii. If X ~ Gamma(k,d), then 20X ~ Gamma (k, %) = X3

2
iii. If X ~ N(u,0?), then % ~ N(0,1) and (%) ~ X3

2
iv. If X1,...,X, ~N(p,0?) are iid, then > 7, <M> ~ x2.

[

—\2
v. If Xq,..., X ~ N(u,0?) are iid, then ”7_2152 =3, (XFX) ~xX2_4.

g

Note 3.13. If X1,..., X, ~ N (u,0?) are iid random variables, then it follows that:

E(”_lsQ) —n-1 = E(S%) =02

o2

n—1 2
Var ( p S2> =2(n—-1) = Var(s?) = ma‘l.

Theorem 3.3. (Basu) Suppose that the statistic 7'(X) is sufficient for ¥ and complete.
If A(X) is an ancillary statistic, then 7T'(X) and A(X) are independent.

Note 3.14. A well-known application of Basu’s theorem lies in proving the indepen-
dence of the statistics X and S? if the random variables X7,..., X, ~ N (u, 02) are
iid. In fact, the independence of the sample mean and the sample variance charac-
terizes the normal distribution - no other distribution has this property. We fix o2.
Then, we know that the statistic X is sufficient for ; and complete. We also know
that %SQ ~x2_4,i.e. S?is an ancillary statistic. According to Basu’s theorem, it

follows that the statistics X and S? are independent. O

Definition 3.10. i. The statistic R(X) = X(,) — X(q) is called the sample range.
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_ XotXm
- 2

ii. The statistic M (X) is called the sample midpoint.

Example 3.15. Let Xq,..., X, ~ N (,u, 02) be a random sample. We want to show
that the statistics (Y, 5’2) and A(X) = % are independent. We know that the
statistic T(X) = (X, S?) is sufficient for ¢ =
we let Z; = % ~ N(0,1) for i = 1,2,...,n, so it follows that X = ¢Z + u and

Xy =0Zy +pfori=1,2,...,n. We calculate that:

(,u,a2) and complete. Furthermore,

R(X)=0Zuy+n—[0Zay+ ] =0 [Zm) — Z0))

1 n o 2 n o
SX)=—=> loZi+u- (0Z+p)" = na_l SN (zi-2)",
=1 i=1
AX) = Zm) — 20

J— 27
i1 e (%= 2)
i.e. the statistic A(X) is ancillary. According to Basu’s theorem, it follows that the
statistics (X, 5?) and A(X) are independent. O

Example 3.16. Let Xi,..., X, ~U(J,9 + 1) be a random sample with ¢ € R. We
want to show that the statistic T'(X) = (R, M) is sufficient for ¥ but not complete.
According to example 3.6 (page 27), the statistic T*(X) = (X 1), X (n)) is sufficient for
¥. Additionally, we observe that 7*(X) = (2L 2M=R) — o (R, M). According to
proposition 3.1 (page 26), we infer that the statistic T'(X) = (R, M) is also sufficient
for ¥. Furthermore, we let U; = X; — 9 ~U(0,1) for i = 1,2,...,n, so it follows that
Xy =Ugu + 9 fori=1,2,...,n. We calculate that:

R(X) = Xn) — X) = Uy +9 = [X) +9] = Uy — Upy,

i.e. the statistic R(X) is ancillary. According to Basu’s theorem, it follows that the
statistic T'(X) = (R, M) is not complete, since it’s not independent of the ancillary
statistic R(X). O

Note 3.15. While the statistic R(X) is ancillary, it’s sufficient for ¥ in conjunction
with the statistic M(X). In other words, while it doesn’t by itself contain any in-
formation for the value of 1, in conjunction with some other statistic it provides
information about the precision with which we can estimate ¥/. For example, if we
observe the value m = 2 for the statistic M (X), then it follows that ¢ must lie on
[1,2]. If we also observe the value r = 1 for the statistic R(X), then we calculate
that z;) = 1.5 and z(,) = 2.5, which implies that ¥ must be equal to 1.5 € [1,2].
If we instead observe r = 0.5, then z(;) = 1.75 and x(,) = 2.25, so ¥ must lie on
[1.25,1.75] C [1,2]. However, if we only observe some value r, we obviously cannot

draw any conclusion about the value of 9.
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3.6* Minimal Sufficiency

Definition 3.11. A statistic T(X) is called minimal sufficient for the unknown
parameter ¢ if it’s sufficient for ¥ and for every other sufficient statistic 7*(X) of ¥
there exists a function v such that 7'(X) = (7).

Interpretation: A minimal sufficient statistic for ¢ is a function of every other
sufficient statistic of ¥, so it concentrates all the information that a sample holds
about 9 as efficiently as possible. For example, the sample itself is always a sufficient
statistic for any unknown parameter ¢, but it’s usually possible to summarize the

information that the sample contains about ¥ much more efficiently than that.

Proposition 3.4. If the statistic 7(X) is minimal sufficient for ¢ and T'(X) = ¢ (T™)

for some injective function 1, then 7%(X) is also minimal sufficient for 9.

Theorem 3.4. If a minimal sufficient statistic for ¥ exists, then any statistic which

is sufficient for ¥ and complete is minimal sufficient for .

Note 3.16. The converse is generally not true, i.e. a minimal sufficient statistic for

¥ isn’t necessarily complete.

Theorem 3.5. Let X be a sample with joint PMF or PDF f(z;9). For a given
x € R" welet O, = {9 €0O: f(z;9)} C O be the subset of the parameter space
under which it’s possible to observe the sample x. Suppose that there exists some

statistic T'(X) such that Vz,y € S the following equivalency holds:

T(x)=Ty) <& ©6,=0, and = h(x,y),

where h is a non-negative function which doesn’t depend on the value of ¥ € O,.

Then, the statistic 7'(X) is minimal sufficient for 9.

Example 3.17. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ N(J,9) be a random sample with 9 > 0. We
observe that O, = (0,00) doesn’t depend on the observed sample x € R". We

calculate that:

1" IR ST
i) = (o) exp{ 37 2 ﬁ)}
1 ny
_ —n/2,q9—n/2 § : . 2
= (27‘() / 0%, / exp {iZI XT; — 719 xT; — 2}

_ (Qﬂ)fn/Zﬂfn/2 m9/2 nT exp

,_/H o
g =
'M:

8

<o
——
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Let T(X) = >, X2. For z,y € R", we observe that:

which is constant with respect to 9. Therefore, T(X) = Y% | X2 is a minimal
sufficient statistic for ¥. O

Example 3.18. Let X,..., X, ~ N (19,192) be a random sample with ¥ > 0. We
observe that ©, = (0, 00) doesn’t depend on the observed sample = € R™. According
to example 3.8 (page 28), we know that:

1< 1«
. _ —n/2,9—n - L 2
f(z;9) = (2me) v " exp { 3 El Ti = 553 El x; } ,

Let T(X) = (30, Xi, >ory X?). For z,y € R", we observe that:

f(;9)
T(z)=T(y) < =1,
fy; 9)
which is constant with respect to 9. Therefore, T(X) = (30, X;, >0, X?) is a
minimal sufficient statistic for 9. O

Example 3.19. Let X,..., X, ~ Laplace(u,\) be a random sample with p € R,
known A > 0 and f(x;pu) = %e*)"gﬁ*‘" for x € R. We observe that ©, = R doesn’t
depend on the observed sample z € R". We calculate that:

flasp) = (;)nexp {_/\; |z —u!} = (;)nexp{—kg |2 — u\}-

Let T'(X) = (X(l),X(Q), .. .,X(n)). For x,y € R™, we observe that:

which is constant with respect to p. Therefore, T'(X) = (X(l),X(2), e ,X(n)) is a

minimal sufficient statistic for pu. O

Example 3.20. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ Pareto(k,\) be a random sample with k£ > 0,
known A > 0 and f(x; k) = x)‘f:l for z > k. We observe that ©, = (0,:1:(1)] depends

on the observed sample x € (0,00)". We calculate that:

Flask) = NE ]2 ko) (2a1)) -
=1
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Let T(X) = X(y). For z,y € (0,00)", we observe that:

Tx)=T(y) <« ©,=0, and =1,

which is constant with respect to k € (0, x(l)]. Therefore, T'(X) = X(y) is a minimal
sufficient statistic for k. O

Example 3.21. Let Xi,..., X, ~ Pareto(k,)\) be a random sample with & > 0,
A > 0and f(z;k,A\) = 2 for © > k. We observe that 0, = (0,z(;] x (0,00)
depends on the observed sample = € (0,00)™. We calculate that:

f(z;0) = A"E™ exp {—(/\ +1) Zlog mz} Lk, 00) (a;(l)) :

i=1

Let T(X) = (31 log X;, X(1y). For 2,y € (0,00)", we observe that:

Tx)=T(y) <« ©,=0, and —~ =1,
which is constant with respect to (k,\) € (0, x(l)] x (0,00). Therefore, the statistic
T(X) = (>0, log Xi, X(1)) is minimal sufficient for ¢ = (k, A). O

Example 3.22. Let X;,..., X,, ~U(Y,9 + 1) be a random sample with J € R. We
observe that ©, = [:c(n) -1, :z(l)] depends on the observed sample € R"™. According
to example 3.6 (page 27), we know that:

f(@:9) =L g11) (2)) Lo 41 () -

Let T(X) = (X(l), X(n)). For z,y € R™, we observe that:

T(x)=T(y) < ©,=06, and =1,

which is constant with respect to ¢ € [:):(n) -1, x(l)]. Therefore, T'(X) = (X(l), X(n))

is a minimal sufficient statistic for J. O

3.7 Uniformly Minimum-Variance Unbiased Estimators

Definition 3.12. A statistic 0(X) is called the uniformly minimum-variance unbiased
estimator (UMVUE) of the parametric function g(19) if it’s an unbiased estimator of
g(¥) with finite variance and for every other unbiased estimator V(X)) of g(¢) it holds
that Vary [0(X)] < Vary [V(X)] VI € ©.

Theorem 3.6. If there exists a UMVUE for a parametric function g(1), then it is
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unique.

Theorem 3.7. Let Uy = {U(X) : Ey [U(X)] =0 and Ey [U*(X)] < 0o VI € O} be
the class of unbiased estimators of 0 with finite variance and 6(X) be an unbiased
estimator of g(¢) with finite variance. Then, the statistic 6(X) is the UMVUE of g(¢)
if and only if Covy [0(X),U(X)] =0 VY € © and YU (X) € Up.

Corollary 3.1. Let U(X) € Up and V(X)) be an unbiased estimator of the parametric
function ¢g(¥) with finite variance. If the constant ¢ = W # 0 doesn’t
depend on the value of ¥, then V*(X) = V(X) —cU(X) is also an unbiased estimator

of g(¥) and it holds that Vary [V*(X)] < Vary [V (X)] V0 € ©.

Corollary 3.2. If the statistics 01 (X), ..., 0,(X) are the UMVUEs of the parametric
functions g1 (?), . .., gn(0) respectively, then the statistic 6(X) = > """ | ¢;0;(X) is the
UMVUE of the parametric function g(d) = Y"1 ; ¢;gi(9).

Theorem 3.8. (Rao - Blackwell) Let V(X) be an unbiased estimator of the paramet-
ric function g(¢}) with finite variance and T'(X) be a sufficient statistic for . Then,
the statistic V*(X) = Ey [V(X) | T(X)] is also an unbiased estimator of g(J) and it
holds that Vary [V*(X)] < Vary [V(X)] V9 € ©.

Theorem 3.9. (Lehmann - Scheffé) Let V(X)) be an unbiased estimator of the para-
metric function g(¥) with finite variance. If the statistic T'(X) is sufficient for ¥ and
complete, then the statistic 6(X) = Ey [V(X) | T'(X)] is the UMVUE of ¢(9).

Corollary 3.3. Suppose that the statistic 7'(X) is sufficient for ¥ and complete. If
it holds that Ey [¢)(T)] = g(¢#) for some function 1, then the statistic §(X) = ¥(T) is
the UMVUE of the parametric function g(¢).

Note 3.17. To sum up, in order to calculate the UMVUE of a parametric function
g(9), we first need to find a statistic 7'(X) which is sufficient for ¢ and complete.

Then, we have 2 methods at our disposal:

i. If we can determine any unbiased estimator V(X)) of g(¢) and it’s easy to calculate
the conditional expectation ¢ (t) = Ey [V (X) | T' = t], then the statistic ¢(T) is
the UMVUE of g(¢#) according to the Lehmann - Scheffé theorem.

ii. If we can determine a function ¢ of T'(X) such that Ey [¢(T)] = cg(¥) + d, then
(X)) = W is the UMVUE of g(19) according to the previous corollary.

Example 3.23. Let Xi,..., X, ~ Bernoulli(p) be a random sample. We want to
find the UMVUEs of the parametric functions g1(p) = p? and go(p) = p(1 — p). We
know that the statistic T'(X) = > ; X; ~ Bin(n, p) is sufficient for p and complete.
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We calculate that:

E (T?) = Var(T) + [E(T)]* = np(1 — p) + (np)* = np — np* + n?p?

=E(T) +n(n—-1)p* = E[m} =p’

According to corollary 3.3, ¢ (T) = ig::ll)) is the UMVUE of g1(p). We observe that:

E (T%) = np(1 — p) + n*p® — n’p + n’p = np(1 — p) — n’p(1 — p) + nE(T) =

T(n—T)
E (nT —T?) = n(n — 1)p(1 — E

(n )=nn-1pl-p) = [n( )
According to corollary 3.3, the statistic 9o (T) = ((Z CIF)) is the UMVUE of g2(p). O

} =p(1—p).

Example 3.24. Let X1,..., X, ~ Exp()) be a random sample. We want to find the
UMVUEs of the parametric function g(\) = /\2 and A. According to example 3.10
(page 31), we know that the statistic T(X) = >_I" | X; ~ Gamma(n, \) is sufficient
for A and complete. We calculate that:

2 1?2 1
E (T2) = Var(T) + [E(T)]? = g + — _ =2
(T?%) = Var(T) + [E(T)] )\2+)\2 = Y 2
According to corollary 3.3, ¢ (T') = e +1) is the UMVUE of g(\). Next, we calculate
that: ) o m \n -
El=)= / - 2" e Ay = / s
T 0 x(n-—1) (n—=1!Jy
A" (n—2)! A n—1
= = E =
-1 &1 n-1 ( T >
According to corollary 3.3, the statistic ¥9(T") = ”T_l is the UMVUE of \. O

Example 3.25. Let X1,..., X, ~ N (u,0?) be a random sample with known 2. We
want to find the UMVUE of the parametric function g(u) = e for t € R. We know
that the statistic 7(X) = X is sufficient for 4 and complete. We also know that:

1
Mx, (t) =E (etXl) = exp {,ut + 202152} ,

Mrp(t) =E (ety> = ﬁMXL(t/n) = [Mx,(t/n)]" = exp {,ut + 2171021?2} ,
i=1

— 1
E (exp {tX — a2t2}> = et
2n

According to corollary 3.3, ¢)(X) = exp {tX — %02152} is the UMVUE of g(p). O

Example 3.26. Let X1,..., X,, ~ N(p,0?) be arandom sample. We want to find the
UMVUEsS of the parametric functions g1 (i1, 02) = o2 and go(u, 02) = p?. According
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to example 3.13 (page 33), we know that the statistic T'(X) = (X, S?) is sufficient
for ¥ = (p,0?) and complete. According to note 3.3 (page 24), we also know that
E(S?) = o2. Hence, the statistic ¢ (X, S?) = S? is the UMVUE of g; (¢) according

to corollary 3.3. Next, we calculate that:
2 ¥ 2 1 oo 2 w2 1 2
E(X):Var(X)+[E(X)] =024yt = E(X - =8%) =2
n n

2

According to corollary 3.3, ¢ (X, S%) = X~ — %5’2 is the UMVUE of g (). O

Example 3.27. Let Xi,..., X, ~ U(0,9) be a random sample. If the function
g : (0,00) — R is differentiable, we want to find the UMVUE of the parametric
function g(¥). We know that T'(X) = X, is sufficient for ¥ and complete. For
t € (0,7), we calculate that:

_ n n
fX(n)(t> - %t :

Suppose that Ey[¢(T)] = g(9) ¥ > 0. Then, we calculate that:

n

9
- () = g(v) =
9" Jo

)
/0 Fxo O6(0)dE

Y
n / Plp)dt = 9 g(0) = L) = nd"Lg(9) + 9" (9) =
0

V(9) = 9(90) + 2 (9), 9 € (0,00) 2 (0,).

According to corollary 3.3, ¥(T) = g(T) + %g'(T) is the UMVUE of g(9). O

Example 3.28. Let X,..., X, ~ Poisson(\) be a random sample. We want to find
the UMVUESs of g1(\) = Me ™, g2(\) = e and g3()\) = A for k < n. We know
that T(X) = > | X; ~ Poisson(]\) is sufficient for A and complete. We observe that:

E[lgy(X1)] =P(X1=k)=e = = E[k1g(X1)] =e I

Thus, V1(X) = k! (X1) is an unbiased estimator of g1(\). Fort =k, k+1,..., we

calculate that:

EWVi|T=1t)=EKly(X1)|T=t)=kP(Xi=k|T=t)
CRP(X =k Xi=t)  KP(Xi =k, X =t k)
B P (X i Xi=1) - P Xi=1)
CRP(Xy = k)P (X, X =t — k)
N P (Z?:l X;=t)
Kle ™ \E/EL - e~ (=DA [(n — DN /(¢ — k)!
e\ (n\)t/t!

(2 (-3
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Therefore, the statistic 1 (T") = (TT'k,) ( ) (1 - 7) =k Lgg kq1,...3 (1) is the UMVUE

of g1(\) according to the Lehmann - Scheffé theorem. Next, we observe that:
E [1i0)(X1) - 1oy (X)] = P(X1 =0,..., X}, = 0) = [P(X; = 0)]F = e,

Hence, the statistic V2(X) = 14y (X1) - - L{03(X}) is an unbiased estimator of ga(A).

For k < n, we calculate that:

EV|T=t)=P(X;1=0,....,.Xpz =0 |T =1t
P(X1=0,....,.X,=0,>0", X; =t)
P (i Xi=1)

O P(X;=0)--P(X = 0)P (X Xi = 1)
P(Z?:lXi =t)
e e (X [(n — k)N /8 <1 B k:)t.

e~ (nA)t/t! n

According to the Lehmann - Scheffé theorem, the statistic 12(T) = (1 — %)T is the
UMVUE of g2(\). Now, suppose that Ey [¢3(T)] = g3(A) VA > 0. Then, we calculate
that:

oo oo
) baps(t
I R
P t! —
S ”t¢3(t) t k S (n)\)t nw:% t+k
> A=A > G = Z Z t|)\ =
t=0 t=0 t=0
3
£l Z =
t=0 k:
n'is(t) 0, t=0,1,....k—1 0, t=0,1,....,k—1
A ek = W)= .
! h, t=kk+1,... (k)ﬁ’ t=kk+1,...

According to corollary 3.3, 3(7T) = (g) %ﬂ{k,kJrl,...}(T) is the UMVUE of g3(A). O

Note 3.18. If Xi,..., X, ~ Poisson()) are iid, then (X7 | }I"; X; = t) ~ Bin (¢, 1)
independently of the value \.

3.8 Cramér - Rao Inequality

Definition 3.13. i. The function Sx(v) = % log f(X;¥) is called the score func-

tion of the sample X for the parameter 9.

ii. The parametric function Zx (9) = Ey [S% ()] is called the Fisher information of
the sample X for the parameter .

Proposition 3.5. i If Xi,..., X, are independent, then Sx(¢) = > ; Sx,(¥).
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ii. If g(n) = ¢ is a continuously differentiable function, Zx () = Zx [¢(n)] [¢'(n)]>.

Regularity Conditions: Let X be a sample with joint PMF or PDF f(z;4) for
¥ €0 CRand z € S. We define the following regularity conditions:

I. The parameter space © is an open subset of R.
II. The support S = {z € R™: f(x;9) > 0} doesn’t depend on the value of 9.
IIL. 5 f(z;9) < oo Vo € S and V¥ € ©.
IV. [¢ & f(x;9)de = 2 [ f(z;9)dz =0 VI € ©.
V. Zx(v) € (0,00) VI € ©.
Proposition 3.6. Suppose that the following regularity conditions are satisfied:
VL aa—;f(x;ﬁ) < oo Vr € S and Vi € O.
VIL [g 2 f(a;0)de = 25 [ f(a;9)de =0 V0 € ©.
Then, it follows that:

I (d) = —E, [;ﬁsx(ﬁ)} _ _E, [;; log f(X;q?)] .

Proposition 3.7. Let X be a sample which satisfies the regularity conditions I-VII.
i. It holds that E [Sx (¢)] = 0 and Var [Sx (¢)] = E [S% ()] = Zx (V) YV € ©.
ii. If Xi,..., X, are independent, then Zx(9) = >, Zx, (V).

iii. If Xyq,...,X, are iid, then Zx(¢) = nZx, (9).

Theorem 3.10. (Cramér - Rao Inequality) Let X be a sample with joint PMF or
PDF f(z;9) for ¥ € © C R and = € S which satisfies the regularity conditions I-V.
Suppose that the statistic T'(X) is an estimator of g(¢) with finite variance which
satisfies the following regularity condition:

VIL [(T(2) & f(z;0)de = & [ T(2) f(z;9)de = ZEy [T(X)] V0 € O,

where Ey [T'(X)] = g(9) + biasy(g) [T(X)]. Then, it follows that:

WV

2
Varg [T(X)] le( . [%EMT(X))} . Weo.

Corollary 3.4. If the statistic 7(X) is an unbiased estimator of the parametric
function g(¥#), then it follows that:

Vary [T'(X)] >
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Definition 3.14. i. An unbiased estimator T'(X) of the parametric function g(¢)

which achieves the Cramér - Rao lower bound, i.e. for which it holds that:

Vary [T(X)] =

Vi € O,

is called an efficient estimator of g(¥).

ii. Let T'(X) be an unbiased estimator of the parametric function g(19). The following

ratio:

g ()] /Zx ()
Vary [T'(X)]

is called the efficiency of T'(X) with respect to g(¥).

o) [T(X)] = € [0,1].

g(

Note 3.19. We observe that the statistic T'(X) is an efficient estimator of g(9) if
and only if ey [T(X)] = 1 V9 € ©. If T(X) is an efficient estimator of g(¢J), then
it’s also the unique UMVUE of g(d). The converse is generally not true. If 7'(X) is
the UMVUE of g(1), it’s not necessarily an efficient estimator of g(¢), i.e. it doesn’t
necessarily achieve the Cramér - Rao lower bound. In this case, it follows that there

doesn’t exist any efficient estimator of g(¢7).

Proposition 3.8. A statistic 7'(X) is an efficient estimator of g(¢) if and only if there
exists a function k(¥) # 0 such that Sx () = k() [T(X) — g(9)] V9 € O. Then, it

holds that k(v) = 5.

Proposition 3.9. Suppose that the distribution of the sample X belongs to the one-

parameter multivariate exponential family with f(z;9) = h(x)eQWWTE)=AW) If the
parameter space © is an open subset of R and the function @) : © — R is continuously
differentiable with Q'(¢) # 0 V¢ € ©, then all of the regularity conditions are satisfied.
Additionally, the statistic 7(X) is an efficient estimator of the parametric function
g(¥) = %. In fact, an efficient estimator of g(1) exists if and only if the distribution
of the sample belongs to the exponential family and the parametric function g(¥) is

of the aforementioned form.

Example 3.29. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ Bernoulli(p) be a random sample. We calculate
that:

log f(z;p) = IngZ:v,Jrlogl— (n—zmz>,

=1

Sx(p) = glogf ZX_<H_§Xi>
(ZX >(1"_)(X—p),

where k(p) = s 7 0V € (0,1). According to proposition 3.8, the statistic
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T(X) = X is an efficient estimator of the parametric function g(p) = p. Alternatively,
we observe that the parameter space ® = (0,1) is an open subset of R and the
distribution of the sample X belongs to the exponential family with the following
joint PMF":

f(@;p) = exp {”[logp—log(l —p)]T —nlogy ip}’

where T'(z) = 7, Q(p) = n[logp —log(1l —p)] and A(p) = nlog ﬁ. We calculate

that:
n n n

—+ —
p 1-p pl-p)
so all of the regularity conditions are satisfied. According to proposition 3.9, the

statistic T(X) = X is an efficient estimator of g(p) = S;Ep; = p. Alternatively, we

n

Q'(p) = T,

#0, A(p)=

calculate that:

aaQIngXp QZ ( ZX)

1 n
1—p)? [” - D _E(Xy)
i=1

We also know that:

< + _ Var(Xi) ly'(p))”
(X) =E(X1) =p=g(p), Var(X) - 2P P) =)
Therefore, we conclude that 7'(X) = X is an efficient estimator of p. O

Example 3.30. Let X1,..., X, be a random sample with f(z;9) = 11(9’%119193” ford >1
and = € (0,1). We calculate that:

log f(z;9) = nloglog ¥ —nlog(¥ — 1) + logﬁin,
i=1

0 n n
g 108 f(X50) = Dlogd 01 q9zX

1 (< ny n n = U 1
— X; — — X — - ,
9 <z; -1 * 10g19> U [ (791 logﬁﬂ

1=

Sx(9) =

where k() = % # 0 V9 > 1. According to proposition 3.8, the statistic 7(X) = X

is an efficient estimator of the parametric function g(9) = % -1 Oé 5+ Alternatively,

we observe that the parameter space © = (1,00) is an open subset of R and the

distribution of the sample X belongs to the exponential family with the following
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joint PDF:

f(x;9) = exp {nmlogﬁ —-n [log(z? — 1)+ log 10;9] } ,

where T'(z) = 7, Q(J) = nlogd and A(J) =n {log(ﬂ —1) +log @} We calculate

that:
n n

9—1 dlogd’

QW) =5 #0, AW =

so all of the regularity conditions are satisfied. According to proposition 3.9, the
statistic T(X) = X is an efficient estimator of g(¢9) = % = % - @. We note
that it would have been exceptionally arduous to calculate the variance of T'(X) to

compare it against the Cramér - Rao lower bound. O

Note 3.20. If we know of an unbiased estimator of g(v), it suffices to calculate its
variance and compare it against the Cramér - Rao lower bound to check whether
it’s efficient. Otherwise, we can apply proposition 3.8 or proposition 3.9 to check
whether an efficient estimator of g(¢) exists or not. Indicatively, in table 3.3 we
summarize the Fisher information of 1 observation for the parameters of some widely

used distributions.

Bernoulli(p) 1/p(1—p)
Bin(N, p) with known N | N/p(1 —p)
Poisson(\) 1/A
Exp(?)
Beta(?, 1) 1/9?
Beta(1, )
Gamma(k, \) with known & k/\?
N (u, 0?) with known o2 1/0?
N (i, 0%) with known p 1/20%

TABLE 3.3: Fisher Information of Notable Distributions

3.9*% Multivariate Cramér - Rao Inequality
Definition 3.15. i. The function Sx () = Vylog f(X;9) € R* is called the score
function of the sample X for the parameter ¢ € R,

ii. The parametric function Zx(9) = E [Sx (9)S% (¢9)] € R*** is called the Fisher

information matriz of the sample X for the parameter .

Proposition 3.10. If g(n) = ¥ is a continuously differentiable function with Jacobian
matrix Jy(n) € R**, then Ix(n) = J (n)Zx (9(n)) Ty(n) € R

Regularity Conditions: Let X be a sample with joint PMF or PDF f(z;9) for
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¥ € © CR®and x € S. We define the following regularity conditions:
I. The parameter space © is an open subset of R®.
II. The support S = {z € R™: f(x;9¥) > 0} doesn’t depend on the value of 9.
I11. %f(m;z?) <ocoVreSandVdeOforj=1,2,...,s.
0 . _ 9 . _ -
IV. [ 819jf(:v,19)dx = 35; Js fl@;9)dr =0V € © for j =1,2,...,s.
V. The matrix Zx(9) € R*** is positive definite Vi € ©.
Proposition 3.11. Suppose that the following regularity conditions are satisfied:
9?2 . L A
VI mf(:z:ﬂ(}) <ooVxreSand Ve forjk=1,2,...,s.
2 2 .
VII. %f(x;ﬁ)dm = &’?Tﬂk g f(x;0)dr =0VI €O for jk=1,2,...,s.

Then, it follows that Zx () = —Ey [Hx(9)], where Hx () is the Hessian matrix of
log f(X; 1), i.e. the Jacobian matrix of the score function Sx (¥).

Proposition 3.12. Let X be a sample which satisfies the regularity conditions I-V.
Then, E [Sx ()] = 0 and Var [Sx (¢9)] = E [Sx (9)S% (9)] = Zx(9) V¥ € O.

Theorem 3.11. (Multivariate Cramér - Rao Inequality) Let X be a sample with joint
PMF or PDF f(z;9) for ¥ € © C R® and = € S which satisfies the regularity condi-
tions I-V. Suppose that the statistic 7'(X) is an estimator of the parametric function

g(¥) € R? with finite variance which satisfies the following regularity condition:
VIIL [ Th(x)%f(x;ﬂ)daz = % [ Th(z) f(z;9)dx = %Eﬂ [T3,(X)] V9 € ©,

where Ey [T},(X)] = gn(9) + biasg, (9) [Th(X)] for h = 1,2,...,d. Then, the matrix
difference Vary [T(X)] — T (9)Zx" (9) T,E (9) € R¥*? is positive semi-definite V) € O,
where J,, € R?** is the Jacobian matrix of m(9) = Ey [T'(X)].

Corollary 3.5. If the statistic 7(X) is an unbiased estimator of the parametric
function g(¢), then the matrix difference Vary [T'(X)] — jg(ﬁ)I)_(l(ﬁ)ng(ﬁ) is positive
semi-definite V¥ € ©

Definition 3.16. An unbiased estimator T'(X) of g(¢) which achieves the Cramér
- Rao lower bound, i.e. for which it holds that Vary [T'(X)] = jg(ﬁ)I;(l(ﬁ)ng(ﬂ)
Vi € ©, is called an efficient estimator of g(1J).

Proposition 3.13. A statistic 7'(X) is an efficient estimator of g(¢}) if and only if
there exists a function K (¥) € R?*® such that K (9)Sx () = T(X) — g(9) ¥ € O.
Then, it holds that K (9) = J,(9)Zy" (9).

Proposition 3.14. Suppose that the distribution of the sample X belongs to the mul-

tiparameter multivariate full exponential family with f(z;19) = h(z)elQW).T@)-AW),
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If the parameter space © is an open subset of R® and the function @ : © — R?® is con-
tinuously differentiable with invertible Jacobian matrix Jg, then all of the regularity
conditions are satisfied. Furthermore, the statistic 7'(X) is an efficient estimator of
the parametric function g(9) = VgA(ﬁ)jél(ﬁ) € RIxs,

Example 3.31. Let X1,...,X,, ~ N (J1,92) be a random sample. We want to show
that the statistic T(X) = (X, 2 Y | X?) is an efficient estimator of the parametric
function g(v) = (191, 93 + 192), whereas the sample variance S? isn’t an efficient esti-
mator of ¥o. We observe that the parameter space ® = R x (0, 00) is an open subset
of R2. According to example 3.13 (page 33), the distribution of the sample belongs

to the exponential family with:

1 Zn ni n n? nlog s

We calculate that:

ndy 19& _L7921 Y2 20199
9 _
VoA@) = | L Jo) =" R gty =",
_ nvy + 0 n 0 295
202 ' 20, 293 n

so all of the regularity conditions are satisfied. According to proposition 3.14, the
statistic T(X) = (X, 13" | X?) is an efficient estimator of the parametric function

g(v¥) = VgA(ﬁ)jC;l(ﬁ) = (91,97 + ¥2). Alternatively, we calculate that:

n

n n 1
log f(x;9) = 5 log(27) — 5 log 99 — 20, (z; — 791)2,

=1

= (X =Y
Sx(d) = Volog f(x:0) = | P im0

B+ g T (X — 912

n 1 n
—2 — LS (X, — dy)
Hx (9) = Ty (9) = v g =l Yo

—1%% 21 (Xi = 01) 55— 19% o (Xi —0p)?

oo 1 0
Ix(¥) = —E[Hx(9)] = , Jg(0) =
0 35 20; 1

According to example 2.4 (page 20), we know that:

191 Yo 219192
eron)=| L Vel || = G0 050
1 n n
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According to proposition 3.13, the statistic T'(X) = (Y, % Sy Xf) is an efficient

estimator of the parametric function g(¢#). Alternatively, we observe that:

20 75 iy (X — )
— n 9 =1 4 1
Ty Iy (9)8x (9) = 2919, 203 n 2 1 2
_% =2 —m‘F@Zi:ﬂXi—ﬁl)
X -
- 1 = T(X) - g(9).
n Z?:l Xi2 - 79% — U2

Therefore, the statistic 7'(X) = (X, 37 | X?) is an efficient estimator of the para-
metric function g(v). Now, we let h(¥) = ¥ and calculate that J,(9) = (0,1).
According to note 3.13 (page 34), we know that:

2
n—1

Var (8%) = — 23 > 2 = Zu(0) I (9)T7 (9),

which implies that the sample variance S? isn’t an efficient estimator of ¥5. Since
S? is the UMVUE of 95, according to example 3.26 (page 40), it follows that there

doesn’t exist any efficient estimator of 5. O

3.10 Asymptotic Distribution of Estimators

Definition 3.17. (Convergence of Random Variables)
i. Almost sure convergence: X, =5 X < P (limy 0o X = X) =1

ii. Convergence in probability: X, 2> X < lim, oo P (| X, — X| <e) =1 for
alle >0

iii. Convergence in distribution: X, L X o lim, o0 Fx, (z) = Fx(z) for

every continuity point « of the CDF Fx

Definition 3.18. i. A statistic 7,,(X) is called a strongly consistent estimator of
g(9) if Tp(X) 23 g(9) V9 € ©.

ii. A statistic T),(X) is called a (weakly) consistent estimator of g(19) if T, (X) & g(¥9)
Vi € ©.

iii. A statistic 7,,(X) has an asymptotic distribution if there exists a sequence (rp),,5,
of real numbers with lim,,_, 7, = oo such that r, [T,,(X) — g(9)] 4 Y for some

random variable Y.

Interpretation: The consistency property ensures that all the most probable values
of an estimator of ¥ are concentrated more and more tightly around the true value

of ¥, as we’re collecting more and more data. Therefore, it doesn’t provide any



50 CHAPTER 3. POINT ESTIMATION

information about the properties of an estimator based on a sample of a given size,

but rather only about its asymptotic behavior.
Proposition 3.15. i X, 3 X=X,2X = X, % X.

ii. If X = c is a degenerate random variable, i.e. it holds that P(X = ¢) = 1, then
D d
X,—>c e X, —>ec

i T X, "7 X and Y, "7 Y, then X, +Y, " X +Y and XY, S0 xv. 1t
Yo #0and Y #0, then 2“7 X,

Corollary 3.6. If the statistic 7,,(X) is a strongly consistent estimator of g(1}), then

it’s also a consistent estimator of g(1J).

Theorem 3.12. (Slutsky) If Xy, 4 X and Yo 4 ¢, then X, +Y, 4 x 4+ ¢ and
XnYy % eX. 1 Y, #0 and ¢ # 0, then 32 % X

?.
Definition 3.19. i. A statistic 7,,(X) is called an asymptotically unbiased estima-
tor of g(¢) if it holds that lim, o Ey [T),(X)] = g(¥¥).

ii. A statistic T,,(X) is called an asymptotically efficient estimator of 1J if it holds that
Vi [T, (X) — ] 4 N (O,I;(ll (19)), i.e. it’s asymptotically normal with asymp-

totic variance which is equal to the Cramér - Rao lower bound.

Note 3.21. The property of asymptotic efficiency ensures that the variance of an
estimator becomes as small as possible, as we're collecting more and more data, even

if it doesn’t achieve the smallest possible variance based on a sample of a given size.
Proposition 3.16. (Sufficient Conditions for Consistency)

i. If the statistic 75,(X) is an unbiased estimator of the parametric function g(9)

with lim,,_,~ Vary [T;,(X)] = 0, then it’s a consistent estimator of g(¢}).

ii. If the statistic 7, (X) is an asymptotically unbiased estimator of g(+J) and it holds
that lim,,_,o Vary [T,,(X)] = 0, then it’s a consistent estimator of g(4J).

iii. If rp [T (X) — g(9)] KN Y, then the statistic 7}, (X) is a consistent estimator g(¢).

.s./p/d
Theorem 3.13. (Continuous Mapping Theorem) If X, asif/ X and the function
g : R — R is continuous, then g (X,,) aspld 9(X).

Theorem 3.14. (Delta Method) If r, (X,, — ¥) LY Y, where lim,_,o 1, = 00, and
the function g : © — R is continuously differentiable with ¢’(9) # 0, then it follows
that 7, [g (Xa) — g()] % '(9)Y"

Theorem 3.15. (Second-Order Delta Method) Suppose that r, (X, —9) LN Y,

where lim;,,_,oo 1, = 00. If the function g : © — R is 2 times continuously differ-
entiable with ¢’(9) = 0 and ¢”(9) # 0, then 72 [g (X,,) — g(9)] 4 39" (9)Y?2.
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Corollary 3.7. If T,,(X) is a (strongly) consistent estimator of ¥ and the function
g : © — R is continuous, then g (7,,(X)) is a (strongly) consistent estimator of the

parametric function g(¥).

Theorem 3.16. (Weak Law of Large Numbers) If (X,,),,-, is a sequence of iid random
variables with E(X;) = u € R, then X,, 2 1.

Theorem 3.17. (Strong Law of Large Numbers) If (X,),, is a sequence of iid
random variables with E(X;) = u € R, then X,, %% .

Theorem 3.18. (Central Limit Theorem) If (Xp,), -, is a sequence of iid random
variables with E(X;) = ¢ € R and Var(X;) = o2 € (0,00), then it follows that
Vi (X =) B Y ~ N (0,02).

Corollary 3.8. The statistic T,,(X) = X,, is a strongly consistent estimator of the
parametric function g(¢) = Ey(X).

Theorem 3.19. If the random variables Uy, ..., U, ~ U(0, 1) are iid, then it follows
that nU) 4y and n [1 - U(n)] LA V', where Y,V ~ Exp(1) are independent random

variables.

Corollary 3.9. If the random sample X7, ..., X,, has a continuous CDF F'(x; ), then
it follows that nF [X1y;9] % Y and n [1 = F (X();9)] % V, where Y,V ~ Exp(1)

are independent random variables.

Theorem 3.20% If the random variables Uy, ..., U, ~ U(0, 1) are iid, then it follows
that \/n [median(U) — 3] Ly N (0,1).

Corollary 3.107 If the random sample Xi,..., X, has PDF f(z;9), CDF F(z;9)
and m = F~! (%, 19) is the theoretical median of the distribution, then it follows that
v/n [median(X) — m] Ly~ N (O, m).

Proposition 3.17. If X,, = (X,1,...,Xys) and X = (X5,..., X), then it follows

that X, "2’ X & X, "X, for j=1,2,...,s.

Theorem 3.21% (Cramér - Wold) If X,, = (Xp1,...,Xpns) and X = (X4,..., Xy),
then it holds that X, Lx o Z‘;:l ¢j Xnj LA Z‘;:l ¢jX; Ve=(ci,...,c5) € R

Definition 3.20% A random vector X € R® follows the (non-degenerate) multivariate
normal distribution with mean vector p € R® and positive definite covariance matrix
Y e R%*% ie. X ~ N (p,X), if it has the following PDF:

Fx(@ip, B) = (2m) 257 exp {—;(x - @ - M)} , TER’

Proposition 3.18" If X ~ N(1,X), A € R¥* and b € R?, then it follows that
AX +b~Ng (Ap+0b, AZAT).
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Theorem 3.227 (Multivariate Central Limit Theorem) If (X;,),-, is a sequence of

iid random vectors with mean vector E(X;) = p € R® and positive definite covariance
matrix Var(X;) = ¥ € R**¢, then it holds that \/n (X, — p) LY ~N, (0,3%).

Theorem 3.23% (Multivariate Delta Method) Suppose that r, (X, — ) b4y e R,
where lim,_oo 7, = 00. If the function ¢g : © — R¢ is continuously differentiable with
Jacobian matrix J, € R¥® and the matrix jg(ﬁ)Varg(Y)ng(ﬁ) is positive definite,
then it follows that r, [g (X,) — g(9)] 4 Tg(0)Y

Theorem 3.24% (Multivariate Second-Order Delta Method) Let 7, (X, — 1) LN Y,
where lim,, oo 1, = 0o. If the function g : © — R is 2 times continuously differentiable
with V} () Vary(Y)Vyg(9) = 0 and Hessian matrix H,(9) € R**®, then it follows
that 12 [g (X,,) — g(9)] % LY TH,(9)Y

Note 3.22. To sum up, there is a multitude of available methods to show that a

statistic T,,(X) is a (strongly) consistent estimator of a parametric function g(¥):
i. The definitions of almost sure convergence and convergence in probability;

ii. Showing that T,(X) is an (asymptotically) unbiased estimator of g(¥) with
lim,, o0 Vary [T5,(X)] = 0;

iii. Combining the laws of large numbers with the continuous mapping theorem and

proposition 3.15;

iv. Showing that T;,(X) has an asymptotic distribution via a combination of the defi-
nition of convergence in distribution, Slutsky’s theorem, the continuous mapping

theorem, the delta method, the central limit theorem and corollary 3.9.

Example 3.32. Let Xi,..., X, ~ N (1, 0?) be a random sample. We want to find
(strongly) consistent estimators of o2 and g(u,0?) = £. We also want to show that
S /\f b 7~ N(0,1). According to note 3.13 (page 34), we know that the sample

variance S2 is an unbiased estimator of o2, and it holds that Var (5721) = %_41 — 0 as

n — 0o. According to proposition 3.16, it follows that S2 is a consistent estimator of

o2. Alternatively, we know that:

1 - — 1< —
Sn=— <ZX§—nXZ> =" - (ZXE—Xi).
n — n — n

i=1 =1

According to the strong law of large numbers, we also know that:

ZX2 WE(X?) = Var(Xy) + [E(X1))* = o + u?.

According to proposition 3.15, we infer that 52 >3 1. [(02 + MQ) - ,u2] =02 ie 5?2

is a strongly consistent estimator of o2. We also infer that is a strongly consistent
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estimator of g(u,0?) = £. According to the central limit theorem, we know that

V(X —p) Y ~ N

g
0, 02). According to Slutsky’s theorem, we conclude that:

—

X, —
Sn/

1
42y =Z~N(0,1). O

=

B

Example 3.33. Let Xi,..., X,, ~ Exp()) be a random sample. We want to examine

whether the statistic T,,(X) = = is a (strongly) consistent estimator of A and calcu-

1

+
late its asymptotic distribution. We know that .7 ; X; ~ Gamma(n, \). According
to example 3.24 (page 40), we also know that E[T,,(X)] = 24 — X as n — oo, ie.

— n—1

T,(X) is an asymptotically unbiased estimator of \. Additionally, we calculate that:

© 1q A7 n2>\n 00
E T2 x)] = 2 - n—1_—Az — / n—3 _—A\zx
[T7(X)] =n /0 xz(n—l)!m e “dx mo1 2" e Mdx
_onAN (n=3)! n?\?
Cn=1! A2 (n—1)(n—2)
242 242 242
Var [T,,(X)] = A L S A "0,

n—1Dn-2) (n—-12 (n—2)(n—1)2
According to proposition 3.16, the statistic T;,(X) is a consistent estimator of A.
According to the strong law of large numbers, we know that X,, 3 E(X;) = % Hence,
we infer that T, (X) is a strongly consistent estimator of \, according to proposition
3.15. Furthermore, we know that \/n (Yn — %) Ly~ N (07 %), according to the

central limit theorem. Since the function g(x) = % is continuously differentiable on
O = (0,00) with ¢’ (1/)) = =A% # 0, we conclude that:

Vi [Tu(X) =A% g/ (1/A)Y = =22V ~ N (0,)?),

according to the delta method. O

Example 3.34. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ Pareto(k,\) be a random sample with k£ > 0,
known A > 2, PDF f(z;k) = ;‘fjl and CDF F(z;k)=1— (5))\ for z > k. We want

T

to examine whether the statistic X(1) is a consistent estimator of k and calculate its

asymptotic distribution. First, we calculate that:

k"™ nAk™
FX(I)(CU) =1- <IL‘> 3 fX(l)(x) = W?

i.e. X(1) ~ Pareto(k,n\). Then, we calculate that:

<1 nAE™ 1 n\k oo

_ nA _ _
]E[X(l)] —’I’L)\k' /k de_n)\—lk”)\—l _’n,)\—l — 5

i.e. X( is an asymptotically unbiased estimator of k. Additionally, we calculate
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that:

>~ 1 nAE™ 1 ni\k?
2 _ n _ _
£ [X<1>] = nAk /k 1 = N S T — g
2 21212 2
Var [X(1)] B nik n“\°k n\k oo

T nA—2  (nA—1)2 - (nA —1)2(n\ —2)
According to proposition 3.16, the statistic X(;) is a consistent estimator of k. Ac-

cording to corollary 3.9, we know that:

E A\ N 1

1/

4y~ Exp(1).

Since the function g(z) = x~
holds that ¢’ (k=) = —1k*! #£ 0, it follows that:

is continuously differentiable on © = (0,00) and it

n[Xaq —k % -k (k‘A) Y = ;y =V ~Exp(\/k),

according to Slutsky’s theorem in conjunction with the delta method. Alternatively,

for x € (0,00), We calculate that:

T k ni
P[n(X(l)—k)éx] :FX(1> (E—Fk) =1- <a:/n—|—k:>

—nA
=1- <1+x/k> ' nI0 ) ghalk
n

which is the CDF of V ~ Exp (A\/k), so we conclude that n [X 1) — k] 4y, O

Example 3.35. Let X,..., X, ~ Bernoulli(p) be a random sample. We want to
show that the statistic 7,,(X) = min {Yn, 1-— Yn} is a strongly consistent estimator
of g(p) = min{p,1 — p} and calculate its asymptotic distribution. According to the
strong law of large numbers, we know that X, *3 E(X;) = p. Since the function
g(p) = min{p, 1 — p} is continuous on © = (0,1), the statistic T,,(X) is a strongly
consistent estimator of g(p), according to the continuous mapping theorem. Further-
more, we know that \/n (X, — p) 4y ~ N (0,p(1 — p)), according to the central
limit theorem. Since the function g(p) = min{p,1 — p} is continuously differentiable

for p # 3 with |¢'(p)| = 1, it follows that:
: d
Vi [T(X) = min{p, 1 = p}] = ¢’ (p) Y ~ N (0,p(1 - p)),

, we observe that:

according to the delta method. For p = %

N |

— 1 — — 1
T,,(X) — min{p,1 — p} —min{Xn— 2’ —Xn} =— ‘Xn— 2‘.
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Since the function g(x) = —|z| is continuous, it follows that:
. - 1| d
Vi [T (X) —min{p, 1 = p}] = —v/n | X5 — 5| = [V,
where Y ~ N/ (O, %), according to the continuous mapping theorem. ]

3.11 Maximum Likelihood Estimation

Definition 3.21. The joint PMF or PDF of the random variables Xi,...,X,, re-
garded as a function of ¥ is called the likelihood function of the sample X for ¢ and
is denoted by L(9 | z) = f(=z;9).

Note 3.23. If Xi,..., X, are independent, then £(9 | z) =[] f(zi;0).

Interpretation: The likelihood function expresses how plausible it is to have ob-
served the sample = as a function of the parameter 9. Therefore, a "reasonable"
estimator of ¥ results from maximizing the likelihood function with respect to 9. In
this manner, we estimate the unknown parameter by the value of ¥ for which it is

most likely to have observed the sample.

Definition 3.22. The statistic 5(X ) for which the likelihood function is maximized,
ie. 73(X) = argmaxycg L(V | X), is called the mazimum likelihood estimator (MLE)
of 9.

Note 3.24. i. For an unknown parameter 9 there may not exist any MLE, there
may exist a unique MLE, or there may exist multiple MLEs, i.e. the likelihood

function might have multiple global maxima.

ii. Since the function g(z) = logz is strictly increasing on (0,00), we infer that
the maxima of the log-likelihood function £(9 | x) = log L(¥ | z) coincide with
the maxima of the likelihood function. For reasons of computational ease and
numerical stability (the products turn into sums), maximizing the log-likelihood

function is usually preferred.

iii. If the log-likelihood function 4(¢ | x) is partially differentiable on an open set
©p C O, then candidate global maxima of /(¢ | x) are given by solving the

system of equations %ﬁfv) =0forj=1,2,...,s.

Proposition 3.19. If the statistic 7(X) is sufficient for ¥ and 9(X) is the unique
MLE of ¥, then it holds that 1/9\(X) =9 (T') for some function .

Proposition 3.20. Let X be a random sample from a distribution which satisfies
the regularity conditions of the Cramér - Rao inequality. If the Fisher information

Zx (V) is differentiable on © and the statistic 7'(X) is an efficient estimator of ¥, then
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T(X) is also the MLE of 9.

Proposition 3.21. (Invariance Property) If the statistic 9(X) is the MLE of ¢, then
g(@) is the MLE of the parametric function g(#), i.e. it holds that g/(\ﬁ) = g(1/9\)

Example 3.36. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ Exp(\) be a random sample. We calculate that:

(N [ 2) =log L(A | 2) = nlog A — A,
i=1

oHN|z) n & ~ 1 0%\ |x) n
A A ;x > MW= TR s ~
i.e. the function ¢(\ | z) is strictly concave on © = (0,00). Therefore, the statistic

A(X) = L is the MLE of . O

Example 3.37. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ Bin(V,p) be a random sample with known V.
We calculate that:

Lp|z)= Zlog( )—|—long:nl—l—log(l— <nN—zn:xi>,
i=1

=1

aﬁ(p\x)_ln '
7810 _pzl—1_<nl\7 Z%)—O =

=1

n

—p)g%‘:p(nf\f—;%) = plz)= nNZ»’U':NZE,

i=1

2U(p | z) 1 ( )
—_— = —— Ti— ——5 | nN — E xz; | <0, Vpe(0,1),
op? P = (1 -

i.e. the function ¢(p | x) is strictly concave on ©® = (0,1). Therefore, the statistic
p(X) = %X isthe MLE of p. If 21 = - -+ = x,, = 0, we infer that L(p | z) = (1—p)"V,
i.e. the likelihood function is strictly decreasing on © = (0, 1), so the MLE of p doesn’t
exist. If z; = --- = 2, = N, we observe that L(p | z) = p™V, i.e. the likelihood
function is strictly increasing on © = (0, 1), so the MLE of p doesn’t exist. O

Example 3.38. Let X1,..., X, ~ N (u,9) be a random sample with known p. We

calculate that:

n n 1 &
(0 | 2) = =5 log(2m) — 5 logd — D (@
=1

oW [z)  n 1~ o Gy L Y.
99 __2q9+2192;(x’_m_0 = )= -’
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0%V | ) n 1 < 9 n |2 < 9
e o w2 S g g Ll w1
=1

i=1

D x)  n

= ——= 0
09?2 292 <9

i.e. the function /(9 | 2) has a maximum at ¥. Next, we calculate that:

1911_{1305 (0| z)= 1911_{{)10 (279) exp{ 59 ;(9&1 1) }

. —n/2 1 . ) 20
Jim £ |z) = lim (2m0) exp{w z;(:v — ) }—

Therefore, the statistic J(X) = LS (X — p)? is the MLE of 9. In the case where
T1 = = @, = pu, we observe that £(9 | z) = (2m9)"™/2, i.e. the likelihood function
is strictly decreasing on © = (0, 00) and doesn’t have any maxima. However, it holds
that P(X; =--- = X,, = u) =0, so the MLE of ¥ exists with probability 1. O

Example 3.39. Let Xi,..., X, ~U(0,79) be a random sample. We calculate that:

n 1 o9 9> Z(n)

1
LO|x)=—|]Tom(@) = 19 (2m) = :
19 }_[1 v 0, 9 < T(n)

For ¥ > z(,), the likelihood function is strictly decreasing, so it has a unique global
maximum J(X) = Xn)- O

Example 3.40. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ U(29,39) be a random sample with ¢ > 0. We

calculate that:

1 1
LW [ 2) = Folpass) (@) Lo ss) () = 57 Lzo.00) (£0) L0030 (2(m))
9", 29 < (1) and 3¢ > T(n) v, %.%'(n) <9< %1‘(1)
0, otherwise 0, otherwise .

For 9 € [l T(n)s % (1)] the likelihood function is strictly decreasing, so it has a unique

3X(n)- O

global maximum 9 (X) =3

Example 3.41. Let Xi,..., X, ~U(J,9 + 1) be a random sample with ¢ € R. We

calculate that:

LW | 2) = L9 (20) Loy (2m) = Lp.eo) (20)) L—oowra] (X))
1, 19<x(1) andﬁ}x(n)—l 1, l‘(n)—1<19<$(1)

0, otherwise 0, otherwise
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For ¢ € [a:(n) -1, x(l)], the likelihood function is constant, so it has infinitely many
global maxima 9(X) € [X,) — 1, X(1)]. O

Example 3.42. Let X1,...,X,, ~U(¥1,7Y2) be a random sample. We calculate that:

1
Ll 02 2) = 555 Lo .e0) (20) Lmoeal (2)

(292 - 191)—"7 % < (1) and vy > Z(n)

0, otherwise

For (¥1,92) € (—oo,a:(l)} X [:U(n),oo), the likelihood function is strictly increasing
with respect to 1 and strictly decreasing with respect to 92, so it has a unique global
maximum a(X) = (X (1), X(n))- O

Note 3.25. In the case of a parameter vector ¥ € R?, we may endeavor to perform
successive maximization of the likelihood function with respect to each unknown

parameter separately, that is:

max L(V¥1,92 | z) = max { max L(d1,72 | :c)}
(191:192)69 Y260, | 91€01

This method will only lead to the solution of the joint maximization problem if the

maximization with respect to 1 leads to a global maximum which doesn’t depend

on the value of 5.

Example 3.43. Let X1,..., X, be a random sample with f(z;\, k) = Ae M@=F) for
A >0,k €Rand x> k. We calculate that:

LAk |x)=N"exp {—/\in + n)\k} Ligo0) (21)) -
i=1

First, we fix A and maximize with respect to k. For k < z(q), the likelihood function is
strictly increasing with respect to k, so it has a unique global maximum E(X ) =X

Now, we maximize ¢ ()\, z() | x) with respect to A. We calculate that:

14 ()\,m(l) | IL‘) =nlog\ — /\Zmi + nAz (),

i=1
o (Nagy o) n O A :
m‘x‘;“”%—o = M@=
82€()\,96(1)\95):_£<0 YA >0

ON? A2

i.e. the function ¢ ()\,x(l) | :v) is strictly concave on (0,00). Therefore, the statistic
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3(X) = (X—1)<(1>’X(1)> is the MLE of ¢ = (\, k). If 1 = --- = x,, we observe that
L (XN x| z) = A", ie. the likelihood function is strictly increasing on (0,00) and
it doesn’t have any maxima. However, it holds that P(X; = --- = X,,) = 0, so the
MLE of X exists and is unique with probability 1. O

Example 3.44. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ N(¥1,92) be a random sample. We want to

calculate the MLE of the parametric function g(¢) = \}9—1;7 and compare the MSE of

the MLE of ¥ against the MSE of the UMVUE of 3. We calculate that:

n

n n 1
(01,0 | ) = =7 log(27) — 7 log ¥ — 20 (z; —91)%
=1

First, we fix ¥ and maximize with respect to ¥4:

65(191,192‘.1‘) . 1 - ) . 0 [
8'191 - 02 Zz:;(xl /191) - 0 = 191(‘%> - x?

2009,,0
W:_éw, Vi € R,
1

i.e. the function ¢(¢,v2 | ) is strictly concave for fixed ¥2 and has a unique global

maximum 1. Now, we maximize ((Z, 95 | z) with respect to ¥5. We calculate that:

n n

OUT, ¥ | x) n 1 9 ~ 1 9
a9 = 59 t 52 i~ = v =- i T T),
50, 29, * 2072 ;(x =0 = Oy2)=— ;(az 7)
0%4(Z, 92 | 1) n 1 & 9 n p 9
%93 T~ 53 53 i~ X)) =50 | T i~ -1,
002 202 03 E(x D= "207 |nos Z;(x ?)
826(51,52 lz)  n <0
093 I

i.e. the function ¢(Z, s | ) has a maximum at 5. Additionally, we calculate that:

lim £ ('@1,192 | x)

192*)00 192~>OO

1 n
lim (27”92)—71/2 exp {—20 E (i —x)z} =0,
2 “

R 1 n
: T —n/2 =20
1921111%+ L <191, g | x) = 192hrr(1)+ (2m02) exp {—2192 ;:1 (z; — @) } =0.

Therefore, the statistic 9(X) = (X, 2=182) is the MLE of ¥ = (¢4, 92). According to
. . < N X - 9

the invariance property, the statistic g(J) = | /.74 is the MLE of g(J) = \/—1;7. To

understand exactly how important this property of the MLE is, it suffices to consider

how arduous the procedure to calculate the UMVUE of g()) would be. According to

example 3.26 (page 40), the sample variance S? is the UMVUE of ¥5. According to
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note 3.13 (page 34), we know that MSEy, (52) = Var (52) = %19% Additionally,

we calculate that:

9. n—1c > 1
E(0:) =E ( —S > - O, biasy, (92) =E (95) — 05 = ——0s,
~ n n-1)% 2 o, 2n-1) ,
Var (192) = Var < ) =7 . 1192 l— 95,
9 0 . 92 ~ 2n —1 9
MSEy, (192) = Var (192> + blahslg2 (192> = 72192,
n
We compare the MSEs of the 2 estimators as follows:
-~ 2n—1 2
2
MSEy, (192) <MSEy, (§7) & To—<-—= & -3n+1<,

Therefore, the biased MLE of 15 has a smaller MSE than the UMVUE of ¢. ]

Theorem 3.25! Let X be a random sample with joint PMF or PDF f(xz;4) for
¥ €0 CRand z € S. Suppose that the following regularity conditions are satisfied:

I. The parameter space © is an open subset of R.
II. The support S = {z € R": f(x;9¥) > 0} doesn’t depend on the value of 9.
III. %f(:c;ﬂ) < oo Vo € S and Vi € O.
IV. The likelihood function £(¥ | X) has a unique global maximum 9,,(X) Vn € N.

V. The parameter 9 is identifiable, i.e. the likelihood function is injective with

respect to .
Then, the MLE @L(X ) of ¥ is a consistent estimator of 9.
Theorem 3.26% Suppose that the following additional regularity conditions also hold:
VL %f(m,ﬁ) < oo Vz e Sand Ve 6.
VII. fsawfx ﬁdx—amfs x;9)dx =0 VI € O.
VIIL. Zx(¥) € (0,00) V¥ € O.

IX. For all ¥ € ©, there exist g > 0 and a function M (z,?) with Ey [M (X, 9)] < oo
such that:

3
993

(x;04)| <K M(z,9), YxelS, Vi,e[d—20y,0+dy.

Then, it holds that \/n (f@n - 19) 4y~ N (o,z;{}(ﬂ)), i.e. the MLE 9, (X) of ¥ is

an asymptotically efficient estimator of 4J.
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Note 3.26% Suppose that the distribution of X belongs to the one-parameter multi-
variate exponential family with f(z;9) = h(z)e@WT@)=AW) If the parameter space
O is an open subset of R and the function @ : © — R is continuously differentiable
with @Q'(9) # 0 V¢ € O, then the regularity conditions I-III and VI-VIII are satisfied,
so it remains to check the validity of the regularity conditions IV, V and IX.

Note 3.27. We observe that the MLE of a parameter has many "good" properties
under certain conditions, especially for large samples. Indicatively, we mention that
it’s asymptotically unbiased, asymptotically efficient, consistent, a function of the
sufficient statistic and possesses the invariance property, in contrast with the UMVUE
of the unknown parameter. In table 3.4 we summarize the MLEs of the parameters

of some widely used distributions.

Bernoulli(p) e
Poisson(\)
Bin(N, p) with known N X/N
Exp()) 1/X
Gamma(k, \) with known & k/X
Beta(d, 1) —n/ Y log X;
Beta(1,v) —n/ > " log(l — X;)
N (w, 0%) with known p S (X —w)?/n
N (u,0?) (X, (n—1)S*/n)
U1, 92) (X Xm)

TABLE 3.4: Notable Maximum Likelihood Estimators

3.12 Method of Moments Estimators

Definition 3.23. Let X be a sample from a distribution with unknown parameter

9. For k =1,2,..., we define the following quantities:
i. Theoretical (raw) moment of order k: pj, = Eg(XF).
ii. Sample (raw) moment of order k: My, = 137"  XF.
Additionally, for k = 2,3,... we define:
ili. Theoretical central moment of order k: pj = Ey [(Xl - Ml)k].
1

iv. Sample central moment of order k: M = ->"" | (X; — 1)k

T n

Method of Moments: According to the strong law of large numbers, we know that:

1 Q- gk as
M=~ Y XFSEy (XF) =,
i=1
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1 ¢ 5. i
M= =37 (X = )t 5 By (X1 — )] = i
i=1

Considering any of the equations M}y = pu and M;; = puj, in order to obtain a system
of a total of s equations which we can solve for the unknown parameter 4 € © C R?,
we end up with a method of moments estimator (MOME) 9(X) of 9. The MOME is

obviously not unique, since it depends on the choice of the system of equations.

Note 3.28. We construct a system of equations starting from the lower order mo-
ments, which are theoretically easier to compute. We usually work with the central
moments, since it holds that p5 = Vard(X;), which is more readily known than
uo = Ey (XIQ) If the theoretical first order moment p; in Mj isn’t known, then it’s
substituted by the corresponding sample moment M; = X. If the moments y;, and i
don’t depend on the value of ¥ for some k, then we skip the corresponding equations

and move on to the higher order moments.

Example 3.45. Let X1,...,X,, ~ Exp(\) be a random sample. We equate the first

order moments:

1 = ~ 1
We observe that the MOME of A happens to be the same as the MLE of . O

Example 3.46. Let X1,...,X,, ~ N(u,9) be a random sample with known pu. We
observe that the first order theoretical moment p; = p doesn’t depend on the value

of 9, so we skip it. We equate the second order central moments:

n n

M} = Var(X)) = %Z(Xi —m)? = 9(X) = %Z(Xi )2

i=1 i=1
We observe that the MOME of ¢ happens to be the same as the MLE of 9. O

Example 3.47. Let X1,..., X, ~ N (¥1,92) be a random sample. We equate the

first order moments and the second order central moments:
=M = EX))= ZX = (X)) =

n n

1 - 1 _
=M} = Var(X)) = EZ(Xi —w)? = 9(X)= EZ (X, - X)°
i=1 =1

We observe that the MOME of 9 happens to be the same as the MLE of 9. O

Example 3.48. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ Gamma(k,\) be a random sample. We equate

the first order moments and the second order central moments:

ko
=M = EX))= ZX = =X
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* * 1 g 2 k 1 . )2

py =My = Var(Xy) = n;(Xi —u)° = Svimi ZZ; (X -X)" =
- - 2
X n-1_ ~ nX ~ Y nX
= X)= "2 X)=XAX)= —=2
A n 57 = AX) (n—1)52 = k(X) AX) (n—1)52

In contrast with the MLE of ¥ = (k, A), which doesn’t have a closed form solutions
and may only be calculated numerically, we observe that the MOME of 9 can be

calculated fairly easily. However, we also observe that it’s not a function of the
sufficient statistic T(X) = (D_1; X, >y log X;) for 0. O

Example 3.49. Let X1,..., X,, ~U(0,9) be a random sample. We equate the first
order moments:

9 _ ~ _
/~L1:M1 = §=X = 29(X):2X.

We observe that the MOME of ) isn’t a function of the sufficient statistic T(X) = X,

for ¥, since MOMESs are always functions of the sample moments. O

Example 3.50. Let X1,...,X,, ~ U(—9,¥) be a random sample with ¢ > 0. We
observe that the first order theoretical moment py = 0 doesn’t depend on the value

of ¥, so we skip it. We calculate that:

9 .2 92
E(X%):/ﬂ;?dng.

We equate the second order raw moments:

921 & ~
= M — == X? HX) = Mo(X). O
w2 2 = 3 n; i = (X) 3M>(X)

Example 3.51. Let Xi,..., X,, ~ U(V1,92) be a random sample. We equate the

first order moments and the second order central moments:

Y1 + V2

9 =X = 191+Q%ZQY,

1 n
p =M = EX)= nz;X
=

n

* * 1
py=M; = Var(X;) = " Z;(Xi —m)? =
1=

(P — 1) 1 <2 3(n—1)
2L oSS (G -X) = =25 o

=1

h(X)=X-85 $n=b) Js(X) =X+ 8 Sn—1)

n n

O

Example 3.52. Let X1,..., X, be a random sample with f(z;\, k) = Ae &5 for
A>0,keRandx >k Let Y; =X, —kfori=1,2,...,n. For y > 0, we calculate
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that:

FYl(y) :P(Xl —k < Z/) :F(y+k7A7k)7 fyl(y) = f(y+ka)‘7k) :)‘ei)\y7

ie. Y; ~ Exp(A) for i =1,2,...,n. Therefore, we infer that:

1
E(X1) =E(Y1) + k= +k Var(Xy) = Var(Vy) = 5.

We equate the first order moments and the second order central moments:

1< 1 _
w1 = My = E(Xl):nngl = X-F]CZX = k
1=

— 1
—X_ -
A’
. . 1 < ) 1 1 —\ 2
py=M; = Var(Xl):ﬁZ(Xi—m) adiv EZ(Xi—X) =
i=1 i=1
~ 1 n ~ — n—1
X)=—= X)=X— .
MX) =g/ = k) S 0

Example 3.53. Let Xj,

., X, ~ Bin(N,p) be a random sample. We equate the
first order moments and the second order central moments:

1
H1 = M1 = E(Xl) = —

=1
n
ps=Ms = Var(X1)=-> (X;—m)’® =
=1

nX —(n—1)8%
For the statistic (N, p) to constitute an estimator of (N, p), it needs to take values on

the parameter space © = N x (0, 1) and to agree with the support of the distribution.
For this reason, we set forth the following restrictions:

e (n—1)S? < nX which implies that p(X) € (0,1);

e N(X)eNand N(X) > X(ny which implies that:

N nX
N(X):max{\‘nX—(n—l)SQJ’X(n)} ]

Note 3.29. Even though MOMESs are generally easier to calculate than estimators of
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other kinds, they lack certain "good" properties. For example, they’re not necessarily
functions of some sufficient statistic and they don’t necessarily take values on the

parameter space.
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Chapter 4

Confidence Intervals

4.1 Introduction

For a given sample x from a distribution with unknown parameter ¥, we have thus
far studied how to calculate a point estimate of ¢ like the MLE 1?(37), the UMVUE §(z),
the efficient estimator T'(x) or the MOME 9(x). These values constitute some "good'
estimates of the true value of ¥, according to the criteria set forth in the previous
chapter. However, the mere calculation of a point estimate of ¥ doesn’t provide us
with any information on the uncertainty we have about our point estimate, i.e. how
far away the true value of ¥ could lie from the point estimate we calculated based
on our sample. Therefore, we arrive at the idea for the construction of an interval
around our point estimate within which the true value of ¢ lies with some prespecified

level of "confidence".
Definition 4.1. For given a € (0,1), we consider a random interval of the form
Zy9)1—-a(X) = [L(X),U(X)] such that:

inf Py [L(X) < 9(9), U(X) > g(0)] = inf Py [L(X) < g(9) < U(X)] =1 -0,

which is called a 100(1 — a)% confidence interval (CI) for the parametric function

g(1¥). The quantity 1 — « is called the confidence level of the CI.

Interpretation: Assume that we let @ = 0.05, collect a sample x and construct a
95% CI Zy.0.95(z) = [0.9,1.2] for ¥ based on it. According to the previous definition,
one could think that the true value of the unknown parameter 9 lies inside the interval
[0.9,1.2] with 95% probability. However, this interpretation of the CI is incorrect.
In frequentist statistics, the parameter ¢ is considered to be an unknown constant,
so it will either lie or not lie inside the interval [0.9,1.2]. Since ¥ is not a random

variable, assigning a probability to the event that 0.9 < ¥ < 1.2 is meaningless. Some

67
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correct interpretations of a 95% CI for ¥ are detailed below.

If we repeated the sample collection process K many times and repeated the
calculation of the 95% CI for ¢ for each of these samples xj, then 95% of these
intervals would contain the true value of . In other words, the interval varies across
different repetitions, since it depends on the observed sample, and not the unknown
parameter, which always remains constant. This interpretation of Cls arises from the

strong law of large numbers as follows:
K
a > U @@ =3 Eo [Lpoo,oao ()] =Py [L(X) <9 < UX)],
k=1

where % Zk;K:1 L1(21),U(xp)] (V) s precisely the percentage of the computed Cls which
contain the true value of 9. We observe that 5% of the computed CIs wouldn’t contain

the true value of ¥ by construction.

There is 95% probability that a CI calculated from a sample collected in the
future will contain the true value of 9. Note that this probabilistic interpretation still
concerns the CI and not the unknown parameter ¥, which remains constant. Since we
haven’t yet observed the sample based on which we’ll construct the CI, we can assume
that it’s random. Therefore, the CI which we’ll construct based on it is also going to

be random, and we can assign the previously stated probabilistic interpretation to it.

4.2 Pivotal Quantity Method

Definition 4.2. A random variable @ (X, g(¥)) is called a pivotal quantity (or pivot)
for the parametric function g(1) if it depends on the value of g(«#) but its distribution

doesn’t depend on the value of 9.

Note 4.1. We observe that the pivot ) doesn’t constitute a statistic, since it depends
on the value of 1. The pivotal quantity method aims at the construction of Cls for
which the probability Py [L(X) < g(¥) < U(X)] doesn’t depend on the value of 9.
Therefore, it follows that:

Py [L(X) < g(¥) <UX) =1-a, Vdeco.

Pivotal Quantity Method — We generally heed the following steps:
1. We determine a "good" estimator T'(X) or a sufficient statistic T'(X) for 9.
2. We determine the distribution 7'(X).

3. We determine a pivotal quantity @ (X, g(¢)). The method of determining a
suitable pivot heavily depends on the distribution of T'(X).
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4. We determine constants ¢; and ¢y such that P(c; < Q@ < o) =1 — a.

5. We solve the inequality ¢; < @ < ¢o with respect to g(¥) and arrive at an
inequality of the form L(X) < ¢(9) < U(X). The interval [L(X),U(X)] is a
100(1 — a)% CI for the parametric function g(19).

Definition 4.3. If Z ~ N(0,1) and X ~ x?2 are independent random variables, then

we define:
Z

X

We say that the random variable T follows Student’s t distribution with v degrees of

freedom.

Definition 4.4. If X ~ x2 and Y ~ x2, are independent random variables, then we

define:
F— X/V1 N
Y/VQ

FV17V2'

We say that the random variable F' follows Snedecor’s F' distribution with v; and v»
degrees of freedom.
Proposition 4.1. i. If X,, ~t,, then X, 4 7~ N(0,1).
ii. If T ~t,, then T? ~ F} .
iii. If F ~ F,, ,,, then F~' ~ F,, .

Note 4.2. The most involved step in the construction of a CI by use of the pivotal
quantity method is the designation of the pivotal quantity itself, since the process
of determining it mostly depends on the distribution of 7'(X). In most cases, we
endeavor to transform T'(X) into a pivotal quantity Q (X, g(?)) which follows one
of the following 4 distributions: AN(0,1), x2, t,, Fy, .- In order to determine this
transformation, we either use some of the properties of the x? distribution detailed
in note 3.12 (page 34) or the definitions of the ¢, and F,, ,, distributions. Obviously,

the choice of a suitable pivotal quantity isn’t unique.

Note 4.3. We summarize the most notable cases in which the previous 4 distributions

are used in the construction of Cls.
i. N(0,1) distribution:
e (s for the mean of a normal distribution when its variance is known.
e Asymptotic Cls using the central limit theorem.
ii. x2 distribution:

e ClIs for the variance of a normal distribution.
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o (s for a positive parameter of a continuous distribution with support which

doesn’t depend on the parameter.

iii. t, distribution: ClIs for the mean of a normal distribution when its variance is

unknown.
iv. Fy, ., distribution:
¢ CIs for the ratio of variances of 2 independent normal distributions.

o CIs for the ratio of 2 positive parameters of 2 independent continuous distri-

butions with supports which don’t depend on the values of the parameters.

Note 4.4. i. If we have a random sample X1, ..., X, ~ U (k,9¥) with known k, we

may define the pivotal quantity Q = ng;k ~ Beta(n, 1).
ii. If we have a random sample Xi,..., X,, ~U(¥, k) with known k, we may define

the pivotal quantity Q = % ~ Beta(n, 1).

Definition 4.5. Let X be a random variable with support S and CDF F(z). For
given a € (0,1), the constant ¢ € S for which it holds that P(X > ¢) = « or
equivalently F'(c¢) =1 — « is called the upper a-quantile of the distribution.

Note 4.5. If the CDF F(x) is continuous, then it’s strictly increasing on S, so it’s
also invertible. Therefore, it holds that ¢ = F~!'(1 — a). In this case, the upper
a-quantile of the distribution is the point to the right of which the area under the
curve of the PDF is equal to . We denote the upper a-quantiles of the distributions
N(0,1), X2, ty, Fyy s DY Za, X?,;a, tuas Fuivmia Tespectively.

Note 4.6. The N (0,1) and ¢, distributions are symmetric around 0, i.e. it holds
that f(—c) = f(¢) and F(—c) =1 — F(c). Hence, we observe that P(X > ¢) =a &
P(X > —c) = 1 — a. That is, ¢ is their upper a-quantile if and only if —c is their
upper (1 — a)-quantile or equivalently Z;_, = —Z, and t,.1—q = —t,.. In contrast,
the support of the 2 and F,, ,, distributions is (0,00), and they don’t exhibit any
symmetry. However, according to the properties of the F,, ,, distribution, it holds

that F, y1—a = 7

FVQ,Vl;Ot :

Note 4.7. The pivotal quantity method doesn’t provide a specific way of calculating
the constants c1, co. In theory, this choice could be made in an infinite number of

possible ways, but it’s usually made in one of the following 2 ways:
i. P(Q <c1) =P(Q > c2) = § which leads to the construction of equal-tailed Cls.

ii. Minimization of the statistic £(X) = U(X) — L(X) or its expected value E [¢(X)]

with respect to (c1, ¢2), which leads to the construction of minimum length Cls.
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Minimum length CIs are better than equal-tailed Cls, but they’re also generally more

difficult to construct. In some cases, these 2 kinds of CIs may also coincide.

Note 4.8. If the distribution of the pivotal quantity () is continuous, the constants
c1, co of equal-tailed Cls are chosen so that the area under the curve of the PDF of
Q to the left of c; is equal to § and the area under the curve of the PDF of @ to the
right of ¢y is also equal to 5. In this way, the area under the curve of the PDF of @
between ¢; and c¢o is equal to 1 — «, which is the desired confidence level. In other
words, c1 is chosen as the upper (1 — §)-quantile of @ and c; is chosen as the upper

$-quantile of Q.

Note 4.9. As far as the construction of minimum length ClIs is concerned, we distin-

guish the following 2 important cases:

i. If the length of the CI is a multiple of ca — ¢1, then we specify the constants c1, c2
such that the CI will contain the values of () with the highest density. To achieve
this we need to know about the behavior of the graph of the PDF of Q.

ii. Otherwise, we differentiate the constraint P(c; < Q < ¢2) = 1 —a with respect to
c1, paying attention to the fact that co is a function of ¢, and solve with respect

to g—if. Next, we differentiate the length of the CI with respect to c;, substitute

the derivative g—i? and infer the monotonicity of the length with respect to c¢;.

o If the length is a strictly decreasing function of ¢, then ¢; must take the
minimum possible value on the support of () and ¢y is specified so that
P(Q@<c)=1-a.

o If the length is a strictly increasing function of ¢, then ¢, must take the
maximum possible value on the support of () and c¢; is specified so that
PQ>c)=1-a.

Example 4.1. Let X,..., X, be a random sample with F(z;k) =1 — e~ Me=k) for
known A > 0, ¥ € R and = > k. According to example 3.43 (page 58), the statistic
k(X) = X1y is the MLE of k. According to example 3.52 (page 63), we know that
Y; = Xi — k ~ Exp(A) for i = 1,2,...,n, so Y3y = X1y —k ~ Exp(n)). Since
the distribution of the random variable Y{;) doesn’t depend on the value of k, it
constitutes a suitable pivotal quantity (). We solve the inequality ¢; < @ < co with

respect to k:
Cng(l)—kJ<CQ ~ X(l)—02§/€<X(1)—Cl.
For the equal-tailed CI, we specify constants ¢y, co such that:

1
P(Q<Cl):% = 1—€_n)‘01:% = clz—alog(l—%),
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o o 1 o
]P’(Q>02):§ = e_”/\02:§ = czz—ﬁlogg.

Therefore, we arrive at the following equal-tailed CI:

1 o 1 o
Xy + n—)\log E’X(l) + ﬁlog (1 — 2)] .

The length of the CI is equal to co — ¢;. We observe that the PDF of the pivotal
quantity @ is strictly decreasing on [0, 00). Since we want the CI to attain its minimum
length, it’s equivalent to require that it contains the values of () with the highest

density. Thus, the CI attains its minimum length for ¢; = 0. We specify co such that:
—nc 1
PR<Le)=1-a = 1-e"?=1-a = 62:——)\loga.
n

Therefore, we arrive at the following minimum length CI:

1
X(l)—f—n—)\loga,X(l) .G

Example 4.2. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ U(9,9 + 1) be a random sample with J € R.
According to example 3.16 (page 35), we know that T'(X) = (X(l) , X(n)) is a sufficient
statistic for 9. For z € [0, + 1], we calculate that Fx , (z) = (z —9)". We define a
pivotal quantity Q = X,y — 9. For y € [0, 1], we calculate that:

Fo(y) =P X4 -9 <y| = Fx,, (y+0) =y",
i.e. @ ~ Beta(n,1). We solve the inequality ¢; < @ < co with respect to 0:
c1 <X(n)—19<02 o X(n)—C2<'ﬁ<X(n)—Cl.
For the equal-tailed CI, we specify constants ¢y, co such that:

« o a\l/n
PQ<e)=5 = d=5 = a=(3) .

2 2
a N Q a\1/n
]P’(Q>02):§ = 1—02:5 = 02:<1—§> .

Therefore, we arrive at the following equal-tailed CI:

- (-5)" - (3)"]

The length of the CI is equal to co — ¢;. We observe that the PDF of the pivotal
quantity @ is strictly increasing on [0, 1]. Since we want the CI to attain its minimum

length, it’s equivalent to require that it contains the values of () with the highest
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density. Therefore, the CI attains its minimum length for co = 1. We specify ¢; such

that:

PQ>c)=1-a = 1-F=1-a = ¢=a"/"

Therefore, a minimum length CI for ¢ is [X(n) -1, X — al/”]. O

Example 4.3. Let X;,...,X,, ~ U(I,k) be a random sample with known k. Ac-
cording to example 3.42 (page 58), the statistic 5(X) = X(1) is the MLE of 9. For

x € [¥, k], we calculate that:
kE—ax\"
Fxy@ =1-(1=5)

k—
We define a pivotal quantity QQ = —

Xf;). For y € [0, 1], we calculate that:

FQ(‘”):P[Méy] =1-Fx, (k—(k—=9)y) = [’f—k+(k—z9)y "

k_'l9 :y7

i.e. @ ~ Beta(n,1). We solve the inequality ¢; < @ < ¢ with respect to ¢:

k—X k—X k—X
<20 o oWy 22
k—19 e co
For the equal-tailed CI, we specify constants ¢y, co such that:
« (% aN 1/n
ro<er=g = a=f = a=(3)"
(Q<c) ; & a=5 =T a 5

1/n
]P)(Q>CQ):% = 1—c§‘:g = cz:(l—g> .

Therefore, we arrive at the following equal-tailed CI:

[k: — (k- Xg) (%) k- X)) (1- ‘;‘)1/"] .

The length of the CI is equal to (k: — X(l)) (L — i). We want to minimize the

c1 c2
1 1

function (c1,c2) = ;- — £ under the following constraint:

Per<@Q<e)=1-a = Fyle)—Fyla)=1-a = c—-c=1—-a

First, we differentiate the constraint with respect to cs:

-1
— _ 801 801 C9 "
neyt—nel =0 = —=(= .
802 802 C1
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Next, we differentiate ¢ with respect to ca:

o 1 8cl+ 11 (02>"_1+ 1 _c’f“—cg+1 -0
Oco c% Ocy c% c% c1 C% c?“c% ’

We also know that co € [0,1]. Since the length of the CI is a strictly decreasing
function of co, we infer that it attains its minimum length for co = 1. We specify ¢;

such that:

PQzc)=1-a = 1-F=1-a = ¢ =a""

Therefore, a minimum length CI for 9 is [k: — (k — X(l)) a1/ X(l)]. O

Example 4.4. Let X1,..., X,, ~ Pareto(k, \) be a random sample with k£ > 0, known
A>0and F(z;k) =1— (E)/\ for > k. According to example 3.43 (page 58), the

T

statistic E(X) = X(1) is the MLE of k. For z > k, we calculate that:

k ni
FX(1)($) =1- (.%') 3

i.e. X(1) ~ Pareto(k,n)\). We define a pivot @ = % For y > 1, we calculate that:

X(l) 1 ni

i.e. @ ~ Pareto(1,n)\). We solve the inequality ¢; < @ < ¢ with respect to k:

X X X
(1)<C2 o ﬂgkgﬁ_

c1 < —
= k = ()] C1

For the equal-tailed CI, we specify constants ¢y, co such that:

« 1 « a\ —1/nA
P(Q<Cl):§ = l—cnjzi = Cl—(l—g) s
1
o 1 «o a\ —1/nA
PRre) =5 = m=y = e=(3)
2

Therefore, we arrive at the following equal-tailed CI:

[ ()" 0 (=)

The length of the CI is equal to X(y) (i — i). We want to minimize the function

c1 co

lcr,c0) = % - é under the following constraint:

Ple1<Q<c)=1-a = Fglea)—Foler)=1-a = qg™-c™=1-a.
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First, we differentiate the constraint with respect to ci:

LA da o de (e)\"
C?AH Cg)\ﬂ dcy dey o ‘
Next, we differentiate ¢ with respect to ci:
o 1 10c; 1 1 (@)MH _ cg)‘_l —c’f’\_l =0
dcy 2 30 2 3 \a AT '

We also know that ¢; > 1. Since the length of the CI is a strictly increasing function

of ¢1, we infer that it attains its minimum length for ¢; = 1. We specify c2 such that:

1
P(Q<02):1_OJ = 1—ﬂ:1—a = C2Za*1/n)\.
Ca
Therefore, a minimum length CT for & is [al/”/\X(l)’X(l)]_ 0

Example 4.5. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ Gamma(k, \) be a random sample with known k.
We can easily show that the statistic T(X) = > | X; ~ Gamma(nk, \) is sufficient
for A. According to note 3.12 (page 34), we define a pivotal quantity ) = 2\T" ~ X%nk"
We solve the inequality ¢; < @ < co with respect to A:

n

Cc1 <2)\ZXZ L<c &
i=1

a9 a2
23 Xi T T2 X

For the equal-tailed CI, we specify constants c1, co such that:

(0% (6%
P(Q < c1) = 5 = P(Q>c1)=1~- 3 T a= X%nk;l—a/?’

(6]
P(Q > 62) = 5 = o = X%nl@a/Q

Therefore, we arrive at the following equal-tailed CI:

2 2
Xonkil—a/2  X2nk;a/2

, O
2Z?=1Xi 22?:1)(1'

Example 4.6. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ Laplace(u,A) be a random sample with known
pweR A>0and f(x;\) = %e_)"m_“' for x € R. We can easily show that the statistic
T(X)=>,|X;— pl is sufficient for \. We define ¥; = |X; — pf for i =1,2,...,n.
For y > 0, we calculate that:

Fyi(ly) =P(|X —p|<y)=Pp—y< X <p+y) =Flp+y ) — Flp—y;N),

A A A A
Mm@ =fle+y N+ fe—yA) = 56_/\"1}' + 56_/\‘_‘1}' = ge_ky + 56_@ = e,



76 CHAPTER 4. CONFIDENCE INTERVALS

ie. Y; ~ Exp(\) fori=1,2,...,n,soit follows that T'(X) ~ Gamma(n, ). In exactly
the same manner as in the previous example, we define the pivot @ = 2AT ~ X%n
and calculate that c¢; = X%n;l—a o C2 = X%n;a /2° Therefore, we arrive at the following
equal-tailed CI:

2 2
X2n;1—a/2 X2n;o¢/2

, O
2 Z?:1 | X — |2 Z?:1 | X — pl

Example 4.7. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ Beta(1,9) be a random sample with ¢ > 0 and
f(x;9) =9(1 — )~ for z € (0,1). We can show that T(X) = — S | log(1 — X;) is
a sufficient statistic for ¢. We define ¥; = —log(1 — X;) for i = 1,2,...,n. For y > 0,

we calculate that:
Fy,(y) =P(-log(1-X1)<y)=P(1-X12e¥)=F(1-¢¥%9),

Mmy)=eVf(l—e¥9)=cYI(1 -1+ e*y)ﬁfl = eV,

ie. Y; ~ Exp(9)fori=1,2,...,n,soit follows that T'(X) ~ Gamma(n, ). In exactly
the same manner as in the previous example, we define the pivot Q = 29T ~ x3,
and calculate that ¢; = X%n'l—a Jor €2 = Xgn'a /2 Therefore, we arrive at the following

equal-tailed CI:

2 2
Xons1—a/2 Xonsa /2

- n s n D
2> i log(1—X5)" 23700 log(1 — X;)

Example 4.8. Let X1,..., X, be a random sample with F(z;\) = 1 — e @k for
A > 0, known k € R and > k. According to example 4.1 (page 71), we know that
Yi =X, —k~Exp(\) fori=1,2,...,n,s0 T'(X) = > | X; — nk ~ Gamma(n, \).
In exactly the same manner as in the previous example, we define the pivotal quantity
Q=2)\T ~ X%n and calculate that ¢; = X%n;l—a/w co = Xgn;a/Q' Therefore, we arrive

at the following equal-tailed CI:

2 2
Xon;1—a/2 Xonsa /2

.0
25 X, — 20k’ 250 X; — 2nk

Example 4.9. Let X1,..., X,, ~ Pareto(k, A) be a random sample with known & > 0,
A>0, f(x;\) = % and F(x;\)=1— (E))\ for x > k. We calculate that:

T

(N z) =nlog A+ nAlogk — (A + I)Zlogxi,
i=1

Ol | x) _n

—an )\—l-nlogk—Zloga;i:O =

i=1
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2
n n 6€(A|$):—£<O, VA > 0.

A(z) = _
(x) Z?:l logx; —nlogk Z:‘L:l log % ) N2 A2

We define Y; = log % fori=1,2,...,n. For y > 0, we calculate that:

X1 y EA Y
Fyi(y) =P log?<y ZF(W;)\):l—m:l—e ;

ie. Y; ~ Exp()\) for i = 1,2,...,n and T(X) = 37, log 5¢ ~ Gamma(n,)). In
exactly the same manner as in the previous example, we define the pivotal quantity
Q = 2AT ~ x3, and calculate that ¢; = X%n'l—a/? co = X%n'a/? Therefore, we arrive

at the following equal-tailed CI:

2 2
X2n;1fa/2 X2n;a/2
25" log X; —2nloghk’ 2" log X; —2nlogk |

Example 4.10. Let X;,..., X,, ~ Exp(\1) and Y1,...,Y,, ~ Exp(\2) be 2 inde-
pendent random samples. We want to construct a CI for the ratio % We know
that T1(X) = >.;"; X; ~ Gamma(n, A1) and T5(Y) = >, Y; ~ Gamma(m, \2)
are sufficient statistics for A\; and A9 respectively. Let Q1 = 2\T) ~ X%n and
Q2 = 2XTy ~ x%m. Since the 2 samples are independent of each other, we infer
that the random variables Q1 and ()5 are also independent. Hence, we construct the

following pivotal quantity:

. Q1/2n . /\1?

@= Q2/2m XY

~ F2n,2m-
We solve the inequality ¢; < @ < ¢ with respect to v

<— <

i~

For the equal-tailed CI, we specify constants cq, co such that:

[0
P(Q < Cl) == = ]P)(Q > Cl) =1- 5 = (1= F2n,2m;1—o</2a

() e}

@
P(Q > 62) = 5 = 2= FQn,Qm;a/Q'
Therefore, we arrive at the following equal-tailed CI:

Y Y
F2n,2m;1—a/2§v F2n,2m;a/2§ .
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4.3 ClIs for a Normal Population

Let Xq,..., X, ~ N (,u, 02) be a random sample. We want to construct Cls for the
parameters 1 and o2. We distinguish 4 different cases which we present throughout

this paragraph.

Example 4.11. The variance o2 is known. According to example 3.44 (page 59),
the statistic X ~ A (,u, %02) is the MLE of . Hence, we define a pivotal quantity
Q pu—

X/?/% ~ N(0,1). We solve the inequality ¢; < Q < ¢2 with respect to u:

g

X - - o
'u<02 S X —cp—

o/vn " Vn

For the equal-tailed CI, we specify constants c1, co such that:

- g
<X —c1—.
2 Cl\/ﬁ

c1 <

N

@
P(Q<ec1)= b) = P@>c)=1- = a=2Z1_qp2="2a2

|9

(0%
P(Q > 62) = 5 = (2= Za/2.

Therefore, we arrive at the following equal-tailed CI:

_ o —
X_Za/2ﬁaX+Za/2%

The length of the CI is equal to ﬁ (c2 — ¢1). We observe that the PDF of the pivotal

quantity @ is symmetric and unimodal around 0. Since we want the CI to attain its

g

minimum length, it’s equivalent to require that it contains the values of @ with the
highest density. Therefore, the CI attains its minimum length for co = —c¢;, which

implies that the minimum length CI coincides with the equal-tailed CI. 0

Note 4.10. We observe that the length of the previous CI is equal to ¢ = 2Za/2ﬁ,

i.e. it doesn’t depend on the sample X. We note the following facts:
e The length of the CI is a strictly decreasing function of the sample size n,
which means that the CI becomes more and more precise as we collect more

observations for our sample.

o The length of the CI is a strictly increasing function of the variance o, which
means that the smaller the variation of the observations in the sample is the

larger the precision of the constructed CI will be.

* Since it holds that Z,,, = o1 (1 — %) and the inverse of the CDF @ of the
N(0,1) distribution is a strictly increasing function, we infer that the length of
the CI is a strictly decreasing function of « or equivalently a strictly increasing

function of 1 — a.. In other words, the larger the "confidence" we want to have
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that the true value of ¥ is going to lie within the CI the wider the CI we need

to construct is going to be.

Example 4.12. The variance o

is equal to 4. We want to determine the smallest
possible sample size n such that the 99% CI for p has length at most equal to 0.1.

Since a = 0.01, we demand the following:

2

o o
(= 2Z°'005ﬁ <01 = n> 423005@ ~ 10615.83,
which means that the smallest possible sample size we require is n = 10616. O

2 is unknown and we want to construct a CI for the
mean u. The random variable Z = % ~ N(0,1) doesn’t constitute a pivotal quan-

Example 4.13. The variance o

tity anymore, since it depends on the value of the unknown parameter 2. According
to example 3.26 (page 40), we know that the statistic S? = ﬁ S (X —X)? s
the UMVUE of ¢2. According to note 3.12, we know that V = "73182 ~x2_;. Addi-
tionally, the random variables Z and V are independent according to Basu’s theorem.

Therefore, we construct the following pivotal quantity:

Z e ¢
Q: U/\/ﬁ_ K

V-1 Slo S/yn

We solve the inequality ¢; < @ < ¢ with respect to u:

~tp—1.

X — _ _
K & X_C2i</1«<X_Cl

<——<K

For the equal-tailed CI, we specify constants ¢y, co such that:

5
v

Q

«
P(Q<c1)= 3 7 P(@Q>c1) =1~ 5 T a= ln1;1—a/2 = —th—1,0/2

@
P(Q > 02) = 5 = C2= tnfl;a/2'
Therefore, we arrive at the following equal-tailed CI:

— S - S
X - tnfl;a/2%7X + tnfl;a/Q%

The length of the CI is equal to % (c2 — ¢1). We observe that the PDF of the pivotal
quantity @ is symmetric and unimodal around 0. Since we want the CI to attain its
minimum length, it’s equivalent to require that it contains the values of @) with the
highest density. Therefore, the CI attains its minimum length for ¢ = —c1, which

implies that the minimum length CI coincides with the equal-tailed CI. O

Example 4.14. The mean p is known. According to example 3.38 (page 56), the
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statistic 52 = 2 3% | (X; — p)? is the MLE of o2, According to note 3.12, we define

a pivot Q = %32 ~ x2. We solve the inequality c¢; < @ < ¢z with respect to o

1 1 — X 1 —
;Z:: C2 = 62( z—M <o? ;Z

i=1 =1

For the equal-tailed CI, we specify constants c1, co such that:
o @
P(Q < c1) = 7 = P(@Q>c1) =1~ 5 = a= X?z;l—oz/%

0}
]P(Q > CQ) == 5 = Cy = X’?I;O&/Q'

Therefore, we arrive at the following equal-tailed CI:

n n

21 Z(Xi—M)Q»%Z(Xi—M)Z - O

Xn;a/Q i=1 Xn;lfa/Z i=1

Example 4.15. The mean p is unknown and we want to construct an equal-tailed
CI for the variance o®. We know that the statistic $* = 23" (X; — X)?
the UMVUE of 02, so we define a pivot Q = ”U—}lSQ ~ x2_;. In exactly the same
manner as in the previous example, we calculate that ¢; = X%—l;l—a/? cy = Xi—l;a/?
Therefore, we arrive at the following equal-tailed CI:

1 = —\2 1 =

> (XX, Y (x-X)°|. O

anl;a/2 i=1 anl;lfa/Q i=1

4.4 ClIs for Two Independent Normal Populations

Let Xq1,..., X, ~ N(Ml,J%) and Y1,...,Y, ~ N(MQ,O'Q) be 2 independent ran-
dom samples. We want to construct Cls for the mean difference ;3 — po and the
variance ratio —5 We distinguish 4 different cases which we present throughout this

I35

paragraph.

Example 4.16. The variances o} and o3 are known. We know that the statistics
X ~ N (1, L0?) and Y ~ N (pa, 203) are the MLEs of yy and o respectively.
Since the 2 samples are independent, we infer that the statistics X and Y are also
independent, so it follows that X — Y ~ N (Ml — o, %a% + L02) We construct the

following pivotal quantity:

In exactly the same manner as in example 4.11 (page 78), we infer that ¢; = —Z,, /2>
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c2 = Zq)2- Therefore, we arrive at the following equal-tailed CI:

_ 1 1 (R — /1 1

We note that the minimum length CI for the mean difference p; — po coincides with

the above equal-tailed CI. O

Example 4.17. The variances o7 and 03 are unknown but equal to some common
variance o2. In exactly the same manner as in the previous example, we define the

following random variable:

XY — (11— po2)
+

7 = NN(Oal)a

1
m

S|

g

which doesn’t constitute a pivot, since it depends on the value of the unknown pa-

rameter 0. We know that S7 = 13" (X, — X)? and 53 = 157" (V; — 7)2

are 2 different UMVUEs of 02 based on the samples X and Y respectively, so it
1y Q2 _1yQ2

(DS DS s the UMVUE of o2

based on the 2 samples put together. We also know that Vi = "7_215’% ~ X%_l and

follows that the pooled sample variance Sg =

Vo = ”";_215% ~ X2,_1. Since the 2 samples are also independent, we infer that the

random variables V7 and V5 are independent. According to note 3.12, we infer that:

n—1)S7 + (m —1)53
)% 2( )2:‘/1+V2NXi+m—2-

:n+m—252:(

w 2 p

g g

According to Basu’s theorem, the random variables Z and W are independent, so we

construct the following pivotal quantity:

_ _X—?—(M—M)Nt
Sp/O' n+m—2-

Sp +

3=

1
n

In exactly the same manner as in example 4.13 (page 79), ¢; = —tptm—2a/2 and

€2 = tpym—2a/2- Therefore, we arrive at the following equal-tailed CI:

1 1 — = 1 1
—+ =, X =Y +lpim2a25%\ -+ —
nom nom

X-Y - ZL/nerf2;o¢/2Sp

We note that the minimum length CI for the mean difference p; — po coincides with
the above equal-tailed CI. O

Example 4.18. The means p; and po are known. We know that the statistics

o7 = 13" (X; —m)? and 63 = L3 (Vi — p)? are the MLEs of o7 and o3
2

respectively. We also know that V; = 0%8% ~ x2 and V5 = 5505 ~ x2,. Since the
1 2
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2 samples are independent, we infer that the random variables V; and V5, are also

independent. Therefore, we construct the following pivotal quantity:

_Wi/n Gty YLK —m)? o3

Q= = =—== —= ~ Fom.
~2 "9 m - 2 2 n,m
Va/m 0307 > oic1 (Yi — p2)? of
2
We solve the inequality ¢; < @ < ¢o with respect to Z—%:
2
G2 03 16?2 o2 107
a0 5 5SS < —S 35S =3
05 07 C2 05 09 C1 05

For the equal-tailed CI, we specify constants c;, co such that:

(0% a
P(Q < Cl) = 5 = P(Q > Cl) =1- 5 = = Fn,m;lfa/Zv

(0%
P(Q > CQ) = 5 = (2= me;a/g.

Therefore, we arrive at the following equal-tailed CI:

L@ 1 & 52 52
F =2 Ja | = Fm,n;l—a/QAinFm,n;a/QTQ .0
nm;a/2 92 Lnmil—a/2 03 03 03

Example 4.19. The means p; and pe are unknown and we want to construct an
2 J—

equal-tailed CI for the variance ratio % We know that S% = ﬁ Sy (XZ- - X )2
2

and S = ﬁ S (Y- ?)2 are the UMVUESs of 07 and o3 respectively. We also

know that Vi = "U—_%IS% ~ x:_;and Vo = ”2_3153 ~ x2,_,. Since the 2 samples

are independent, we infer that the random variables V7 and V5 are also independent.

Therefore, we construct the following pivotal quantity:

~ W/tn-1) Sto3

C=Vfm—1) 52

~ Fn—l,m—l-

In exactly the same manner as in the previous example, ¢1 = Fj,_q ,_1,1—q/2 and

c2 = Fj,_1m—1,a/2- Therefore, we arrive at the following equal-tailed CI:

S? S?
:| = |:Fm—1,n—1;1—a/25éa Fm—l,n—l;a/QS% .
2 2

1 S7 1 St
Fn—l,m—l;a/? 522’ Fn—l,m—l;l—a/Q 522
4.5 Asymptotic Confidence Intervals

Definition 4.6. For given a € (0,1), we consider a random interval of the form
Zywyii—a (X) = [Ln (X), Uy (X)] such that:

lim inf Py [Ln(X) < 9(19) < Un(X)} =1-aq,

n—oo Y€
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which is called a 100(1 — «)% asymptotic confidence interval for g(19).

Note 4.11. For the construction of an asymptotic CI it suffices to determine a se-
quence of random variables @), (X, g(9)) which depends on the value of the parametric
function ¢g(v¥) and converges in distribution to some random variable whose distribu-
tion doesn’t depend on the value of ¥. For this reason, we make use of the asymptotic

results presented in paragraph 3.10.

Example 4.20. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ Pareto(k,\) be a random sample with k£ > 0,
known A > 2 and F(z;k) = 1 — (%))\ for x > k. According to example 3.34 (page

53), we know that n [X () — k| 4y ~ Exp (A\/k). According to Slutsky’s theorem,
it follows that:

X 1
Qn:n[lil)— }E>Y:V~Exp()\).

We solve the inequality ¢; < @, < co with respect to k:

Xq)

Xy o X
K

g T X X 57 . /7 -
“l n|: 1—|-02/n 1+01/n

— 1:| < &
For the asymptotic equal-tailed CI, we specify constants c;, co such that:

. « « 1 «
nILI{:OP(Qn<cl)—§ = P(V<cl)—§ = cl——xlog(l—i),

. « o 1 «
Therefore, we arrive at the following asymptotic equal-tailed CI:

X X
0 0 -
1 —log(a/2) /nA" 1 —log (1 —a/2) /n\]"

Example 4.21. Let Xj,...,X,, ~ Exp(\) be a random sample. According to ex-
ample 3.33 (page 53), we know that \/n (% — A) Ly N (0, )\2). According to
Slutsky’s theorem, it follows that:

Qn:\/ﬁ<)\)1(n—1> 4y 2 oN©1).

We solve the inequality ¢; < Q. < co with respect to A:

¢ <\/fﬁ< ! —1><c & 1 <A< 1
LS AX, 7 X,(1+e/vn) S Xn(l+e/vn)

For the asymptotic equal-tailed CI, we specify constants ci, co such that:

lim P(Qn<cl):% - P(Z>cl):1—% = 1= Z1_ajp = —Zaya,

n—o0
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. (e} «
nh—)rgo P(Qn > 02) = 5 = IPJ(Z > CQ) = 5 = Cy = Za/2'

Therefore, we arrive at the following asymptotic equal-tailed CI:

1 1

Yn (1 + Za/Q/\/ﬁ) 7 Yﬂ (1 - Zoz/Q/\/ﬁ) s

Example 4.22. Let Xi,...,X, ~ Bernoulli(p) be a random sample. According
to the central limit theorem, we know that /n (X, — p) 4 Y ~ N(0,p(1—p)).
According to the weak law of large numbers, we also know that X,, Bop. According

to Slutsky’s theorem, it follows that:

1

_ \/H(Yn_p) d
“ R, (1_x,) Vol

Y = Z ~N(0,1).

We solve the inequality ¢; < @, < ¢o with respect to p:

1 < <c &
X, (1-X,)
- 1— — — 1 _
X, — o ;Xn(l—Xn)gngn—cl EXn(l—Xn).
In exactly the same manner as in the previous example, it follows that ¢; = —Z, o,

C2 = Zq /3. Therefore, we arrive at the following asymptotic equal-tailed CI:

_ 1 S 1 _
X, - am/ﬁxn (l—Xn),Xn+Za/gm].

We note that the above asymptotic CI for p € (0,1) tends to cover wider and wider

intervals outside of the parameter space as p tends towards 0 or 1. 0

Example 4.23. Let X1,..., X, ~ N(11,0?) be a random sample. We want to con-
struct an asymptotic CI for the mean p. According to example 3.32 (page 52), we
know that:

Xp— K d
= = Z ~N(0,1).
@ NG (0.1)
In exactly the same manner as in the previous example, it follows that ¢; = —Z, o,

C2 = Zq /2. Therefore, we arrive at the following asymptotic equal-tailed CI:

X+ 7 Sn O

Yn_ 06/2% .

Sn
Za/?%



Chapter 5

Statistical Hypothesis Testing

5.1 Introduction

In statistical data analysis we are often called to make a decision about whether
a formulated statistical hypothesis is mistaken or not. This claim whose validity is
called into question is called the null hypothesis and is denoted by Hy. The designation
of the null hypothesis leads to the formulation of an alternative hypothesis, which
is denoted by H;. The decision we are called to make is whether to reject the null
hypothesis Hy or not in favor of the alternative hypothesis Hi. The statistic according

to which we make a proper decision is called a statistical hypothesis test.

More precisely, the statistical hypotheses Hy and H; concern the CDF F of a
random variable X, which belongs to a class of CDFs F. The hypotheses Hy and H;
take the form Hy : F' € Fy vs. Hy : F' € Fi, where Fy, F1 C F with Fo N F, = O.

The decision we make is based on a sample x from the CDF F'.

In the framework of parametric statistics, the class of CDFs F is parameterized
by an unknown parameter 9, so it takes the form Fy = {F(z;9) : ¥ € ©}. Hence, the
hypotheses Hy and H; specifically concern the value of the unknown parameter 9. In
other words, the hypotheses Hy and H;p take the form Hy : ¢ € Og vs. Hy : ¥ € O1,
where 0,01 C © with ©gN O, = @.

A statistical hypothesis is called simple if it fully determines the CDF F(z;4).
For example, the null hypothesis Hy : 1 € O is simple if the set ©g coincides with a
singleton {¥y}. Otherwise, it’s called a composite hypothesis.

Example 5.1. i. Hy: X ~N(0,1) vs. H; : X ~ Laplace(0, 1) is a test of a simple
hypothesis vs. a simple hypothesis.

ii. If X ~ N(u,0?) with known o2, then Ho : = po vs. Hy : = pq is a test of a
simple hypothesis vs. a simple hypothesis, since ©¢ = {uo} and O = {u1}.

85
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iii. If X ~ N (u,0?) with known o2, then Hg : = po vs. Hy : pn > po is a test of
a simple hypothesis vs. a one-sided composite hypothesis, since ©g = {uo} and
©1 = (po, 0).

iv. If X ~ N(p,0?) with known o2, then Hy : = po vs. Hy : ju # pig is a test of

a simple hypothesis vs. a tow-sided composite hypothesis, since ©¢g = {uo} and
©1 =R\ {no}.

v. If X ~ N(u,0?) with 02 unknown, then Hg : = po vs. Hy : pu = pp is a test
of a composite hypothesis vs. a composite hypothesis, since ©g = {up} x (0,00)
and ©1 = {u1} x (0,00).

Definition 5.1. A statistic ¢(X) : S — [0, 1] which determines the decision about
whether to reject a null hypothesis Hy or not in favor of an alternative hypothesis Hy

is called a statistical test. If the function ¢ takes the following form:

1, reject Hy
p(z) = :
0, don’t reject Hy

then the test is called non-randomized. Otherwise, if it takes the following form:

1, reject Hy
¢(r) = q 7, reject Hy with probability v € (0,1),

0, don’t reject Hy

then the test is called randomized.

Note 5.1. A non-randomized test partitions the support of the distribution of the
sample x into 2 disjoint subsets R and A4, i.e. S = RU A with RN A = &. It holds
that:

e If x € R, then we reject the null hypothesis Hy. The subset R is called the

critical region (or rejection region) of the test.

o If z € A, then we don’t reject the null hypothesis Hy. The subset A =S\ R is

called the acceptance region of the test.

Note 5.2. When we conduct a hypothesis test, then we might make the correct

decision or we might commit one of the following 2 errors:

e Type I Error — Reject Hy when it’s in fact true. It holds that:

Py(Type I Error) = Py(X € R), ¥ € Oy.
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e Type II Error — Fail to reject Hy when it’s in fact untrue. It holds that:

Py(Type II Error) = Py(X € A), 9 € O;.

’ H Do not reject Hy ‘ Reject Hy

Hy True True Negative Type I Error
Hy Not True Type II Error True Positive

TABLE 5.1: Summary of a Hypothesis Test’s Possible Outcomes
Definition 5.2. i. The following function:

Bo(9) = Py(Correct Rejection of Hy) = Py(X € R)
=1—Py(Type II Error), o € Oy,
is called the power of a test (.

ii. The following function:

T (0) = Eg [p(X)] = Py(Reject Ho) = Py(X € R)
Py(Type I Error), ¥ € ©g
B(p(ﬁ), Y e @1

is called the power function of a test .

iii. The following quantity:

sup 7, () = sup Py(X € R) = sup Py(Type I Error),
[ISSH) [ISISh) [ISSH)

is called the size of a test .

Note 5.3. For finite sample sizes it’s not possible to minimize Py(Type I Error)
and Py(Type II Error) simultaneously. In fact, as one decreases the other usually
increases. Because the null hypothesis Hy is the hypothesis we lean on when designing
the test, its erroneous rejection usually entails the largest risk. For this reason, we
prespecify an upper limit « for the probability of committing a type I error, and we
try to minimize the probability of committing a type II error, or equivalently we try
to maximize the power of the test under this constraint. In other words, we want to

maximize the function 3, under the constraint supyeg, 7, () < o

Definition 5.3. The upper limit a on the size of a test is called the statistical

significance level of the test.

Definition 5.4. A test ¢ of size a, i.e. for which it holds that supycg, 7o (¥) = a,
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is called a uniformly most powerful (UMP) test if for every other test ¢* of size « it
holds that S, () = B+ () VU € O1.

Note 5.4. i. If the distribution of the sample is continuous and the null hypothesis
is simple, i.e. Oy = {¥y}, it’s easy to determine a test of size «, since it follows
that supyeg, (V) = Py, (X € R).

ii. If the distribution of the sample is discrete, it’s not always feasible to construct a
non-randomized test of a specific size. In this case, randomized tests are usually

utilized.

Example 5.2. Let Xi,...,X,, ~U(0,9) be a random sample. If the critical region
of the test for the hypotheses Hg : ¢ = 0.5 vs. Hj : 9 = 0.25 at statistical signif-
icance level @ = 5% is of the form R = {x € (0,9)" : z(,) < ¢} and it holds that
Pp.25(Type II Error) = 0.2, then we want to specify the constant ¢ and the sample
size n. For z € (0,7), we know that Fx, () = (%)". First, we calculate that:

1
Eos [¢(X)] =Pos(X € R) =Pos [X() <] = (20)"=a = c¢=0.05""
Furthermore, we know that:
IP’O_25(Type 1I EI‘I"OI‘) = ]P)O.%(X ¢ R) = P0_25(X(n) > C) =1- (40)” =0.2 =

1 1 1
c= Z0.81/” = 50.051/” - Z0.81/” = 16Y/"=2 =

n=4 = c¢~024. O

5.2 Fundamental Neyman - Pearson Lemma
Theorem 5.1. (Fundamental Neyman - Pearson Lemma) We want to specify a test
of the simple hypotheses Hg : 9 = 9 vs. Hy : ¥ = v4.

o Existence of UMP Test: For given a € (0, 1), the following statistic:

where ¢ > 0 and v € [0,1] are constants such that 7,(¥) = «, is a UMP test

of size a.

¢ Uniqueness of UMP Test: If ¢* is another UMP test of size «, then it follows

that ¢*(x) = p(z) for all x € S such that ﬁggﬂg # c.
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Note 5.5. We usually work on the log scale, so we define the following UMP test:

1, (9 |x)—4L(1|x)<c
o(r) =~ (9| z)—LW01|x)=c,
0, Lo |x)—L(V1]z)>c

where ¢ > 0 and « € [0, 1] are constants such that 7, (Jo) = o

Note 5.6. In order to specify the constant ¢, we follow a similar procedure to the
pivotal quantity method for the construction of Cls. More precisely, we solve the
inequality ¢(dg | X) — ¢(¥1 | X) < ¢ with respect to some statistic 7' (X) whose
distribution doesn’t depend on the value ¥y under the null hypothesis Hy : ¥ = 9.
The statistic T (X) is called a test statistic.

Example 5.3. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ N(i,0?) be a random sample with known 2. We
want to find a UMP test for the hypotheses Hy : pt = pg vs. Hy @ p = pq with g1 > pg

and calculate its power. We know that:
n 9 1 — 9
U | 2) = — log (2m0?) — 53 > (i — )
i=1

The critical region of the test is given as follows:

Lpo lz) L |2) <c & = Z(ﬂ«"z’—m)z—Z(ﬂfz’—uo)z <c &

n
n (M% - N(Q)) —2(p1 — MO)ZCUZ‘ <=2 <

i=1
n o
% > 40 — *ok sk
2(p1 — po x> =n(pd—pd) - M > = &
( ); Z (11 = 10) 2n(m1 — pio)
T(m)—x_'uo>ca:76 K

~o/vn o/vn
It remains to specify the constant c,, so that the test is of size «, i.e. so that
Ty(10) = . Under the null hypothesis Hy, i.e. given that Xi,..., X, ~ N (uo,0?),

we know that T'(X) = Z_\}%} ~ N(0,1). Therefore, we calculate that:

E,le(X)]=a = P,ITX)>c]l=a = co=2Z.

According to the fundamental Neyman - Pearson lemma, we arrive at the following
UMP test:

1, T 7,

ofvn S Za
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The power of the above test is calculated as follows:

Bo(i1) = By (X € R) =Py, (f/‘j% - za>

~Fu (Gt > 2o i) 1w (- )

since f/_\;% ~ N(0,1) under Hy, i.e. given that X1,..., X, ~ N (u1,0?). O

Note 5.7. We observe that the critical region of the previous test doesn’t depend

on the value uy, but only on the direction of the inequality pu1 > g, which we used
to specify it. In other words, the test is UMP for every simple alternative hypothesis
Hy @ p = p] with g7 > po. Hence, we infer that it’s also UMP for the one-sided
alternative hypothesis H : it > po. More generally, the following statements hold:

i. If the critical region of a UMP test ¢ for the simple hypotheses Hg : ¥ = g vs.
Hy 9 =91 with 91 > 9y doesn’t depend on the value 91, then the test ¢ is also
UMP for the hypotheses Hy : ¥ = ¥g vs. H{ : 9 > 1.

ii. If the critical region of a UMP test ¢ for the simple hypotheses Hy : 9 = ¢ vs.
Hy -9 =191 with 91 <9y doesn’t depend on the value 1, then the test ¢ is also
UMP for the hypotheses Hy : ¥ =Yg vs. H{ : ¥ < .

Note 5.8. We observe that the power of the previous test is a strictly increasing
function of the statistical significance level «a, a strictly increasing function of the
mean difference p; — po, a strictly decreasing function of the variance o2 of the

observations in the sample and a strictly increasing function of the sample size n.

Example 5.4. In the setting of the previous example, we want to specify the smallest
sample size n, so that the type II error is at most equal to 0.01, if it’s known that

02 =4, 1 = po +2 and a = 1%. We demand the following:

M1 — Mo
P(Type II Error) =1 — B,(p1) = @ <Za ~ ol ) <001 =

Zoor —vVn < ®7H0.01) = Zogg = —Zoo1 = n=4Z3q ~ 21.65.
Therefore, the smallest sample size we require is n = 22. O

Example 5.5. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ Exp(\) be a random sample. We want to find a
UMP test for the hypotheses Hy : A = A\g vs. Hi : A < Mg and calculate its type II
error. We consider the simple alternative hypothesis H} : A = A\; with \; < Ao, so

that we can apply the fundamental Neyman - Pearson lemma. We know that:

(A | 2) =nlogh— A =
=1
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The critical region of the test is given as follows:

Lolz) =L |2)<e © n(ogho—logh)—(Mo—M)D zi<c <

(Mo — A1) Zwl >c* =n(logho —log i) — ¢ M)

i=1

o

* n
> = & T(z) =2\ i > Co = 2™
le c RS (z) O;xz Coy oC

Under the null hypothesis Hy, i.e. given that Xi,..., X, ~ Exp(\), we know that
T(X)=2X > 1, X; ~ x3,. Therefore, we calculate that:

]E)\O [SD(X)] =a = P)\o [T(X) > COé] =a = Cu= X%n;a'

According to the fundamental Neyman - Pearson lemma, we arrive at the following
UMP test:

L, 2Xo Z?:l i > X%n;a

0, 2Xo Z?:l Ti S X%n;a
Since the critical region of the test doesn’t depend on the specific value A;, but only
on the direction of the inequality Ay < Ag, which we used to specify it, we infer that
it’s also UMP for the one-sided alternative hypothesis Hy : A < Ag. For A < Ao, we

calculate that:

Py(Type II Error) = P5(X ¢ R) = P, (2)\0 D Xi < x3,, a)

i=1
A 2
=P\ QAZX XZna :Fxgn TOXQn;a :

We observe that the type Il error is a strictly increasing function of A, i.e. it increases

as A tends towards the value Ag. ]

Example 5.6. Let X be a sample of size 1 with f(z;9) = 1+9(z—0.5) for 9 € (—2,2)
and = € (0,1). We want to find a UMP test for the hypotheses Hy : ¥ = 0 vs.
1 : ¥ = 1 at statistical significance level = 10% and calculate its power. The
critical region of the test is given as follows:
L0 | x) 1 1 1

< <~ — < = > = - ——.
L]z = 1+2z-05 ¢ To =T

Under the null hypothesis Hy, i.e. given that ¥ = 0, we observe that X ~ U/(0,1).



92 CHAPTER 5. STATISTICAL HYPOTHESIS TESTING

Therefore, we calculate that:
Eojp(X)]=a = Py(X>c)=a = co=1—a=0209.

According to the fundamental Neyman - Pearson lemma, we arrive at the following

UMP test:

1, >09
p(r) = :
0, =<0.9

Finally, we calculate that:

1
ﬂ¢(1):}P’l(XGR):Pl(X>O.9):/09(1+x0.5)dx:O.145. O

Example 5.7. Let X be a sample of size 1. We want to find a UMP test for the
hypotheses Hy : X ~ N(0,1) vs. Hy : X ~ Laplace (O, %) at statistical significance

level o = 2% and calculate its power. We know that:

1 1
Lo(z) = e Li(z) = Ze_mﬂ-

The critical region of the test is given as follows:

1 2
l(z) —li(x) <c & —21og(27r)_“"2+210g2+’352\<c -

1
2% — |z] > ¢ =2 210g2—§10g(27r)—c =

14+ v1+4c* 1—/1+4c*
2 - 2 -

Under the null hypothesis Hy, i.e. given that X ~ N (0, 1), we observe that:

1+ VI+4dc
SV -

|| > Co Or |z|< 1 1—cq.

Po (| X| > ca) =Po (X > ca) + Po (X < —co) =1 —P(co) + P(—cq)
=1—-P(co) +1 —P(co) =2[1 - P(cp)] < =

ca><1>*1(1—%>:Za/gzzo,mzz?,s = l-c,<0 =

Po(|X|<1l—¢ca)=0 = Po(|X|>ca)=a = cq~2.33.

According to the fundamental Neyman - Pearson lemma, we arrive at the following

UMP test:

1, |z|>2.33
p(z) = :
0, |z/<233



5.2. FUNDAMENTAL NEYMAN - PEARSON LEMMA 93

Finally, we calculate that:

Bo=Pi(Jz] >ca) =1-Pi(Jz] < ca) =1 —Pi(—ca <z < ¢q)

Ca 1 Ca 1
=1- / Zelel2gy =1 / e 2y = e /2 % 0.31. O
—ey 4 0o 2

Example 5.8. Let Xi,..., Xg ~ Bernoulli(p) be a random sample. We want to find
a UMP test for the hypotheses Hy : p = 0.2 vs. Hy : p = 0.5 at statistical significance
level o = 5%. We know that:

p
‘ 1 § i +log(1—p § i =1
(p| @) =logp ) x;+ log( ( w) 0g T

=1

6
in + 6log(1l —p).
P

The critical region of the test is given as follows:

0.2/(1-0.2)
002 z)—405]x)<c < log 0.2/(1-0.2) sz+6log =3

& 05/(1—0.5)

*

8
log42xl>0—6logg—c & T(x sz>ca—

=1 =1 10g4

Under the null hypothesis Hy, i.e. given that Xi,..., Xs ~ Bernoulli(0.2), we know
that T'(X) = Z?:l X ~ Bin(6,0.2). Therefore, we calculate that:

6
2 <Z X; > Ca> =1- FT(CQ),

=1

2 6
6
Fr(2) =) <k>0.2k0.86_k ~09 = Py <§ X; > 2) > a

k=0 =1
3 6 6

Fr(3) =Y <k>0.2k0.86_’“ ~098 = Pyo (Z X; > 3) <a
=1

Therefore, we set ¢, = 3 and specify the constant v € (0, 1) so that:

i=1 i=1

6 6
Eo.2 [0(X)] = Py (Z X; > 3) + P2 <Z X; = 3> =a =

~_ Pr(3)-(1-a)
- Fr(3) - Fr(2)

According to the fundamental Neyman - Pearson lemma, we arrive at the following

~ 0.4.
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UMP test:
1, % >3
p(r) =404, SO 2,=3.
0, > ;<3
If Z?Zl x; = 3, then we reject the null hypothesis Hy with probability 0.4. O

5.3 Monotone Likelihood Ratio Property

If we want to specify a test for the one-sided composite hypotheses Hy : ¥ < vy
vs. Hi : 9 > 9y, then we may first apply the fundamental Neyman - Pearson lemma
to specify a UMP test ¢ for the simple hypotheses Hy : 9 = 99 vs. H; : ¥ = ¢; with
91 > Jg. If we show that the critical region of the test ¢ doesn’t depend on the value 14
and supycy, To(V¥) = 7, (), i.e. the power function m,(¥) is increasing with respect
to ¥ on (—o0,vp], then ¢ is a UMP test for the composite hypotheses Hy : ¥ < vy
vs. Hy : 19 > 9. The same also applies to the one-sided hypotheses Hy : ¢ > ¢ vs.
Hy : 9 < ¥y, ie. it suffices to apply the fundamental Neyman - Pearson to specify
a UMP test ¢ for the simple hypotheses Hg : 9 = ¢ vs. Hy : ¥ = ¢ with 91 < 9.
Then, it suffices to check that the critical region of the test ¢ doesn’t depend on the

value ¥; and the power function 7,(1) is decreasing with respect to 9 on [, 00).

Definition 5.5. We say that the distribution of the sample X has the monotone
likelihood ratio (MLR) property with respect to some statistic T'(X) if the likeli-

hood ratio A(z) = ﬁggﬂg is an increasing function with respect to 7'(x) on the set
{reS: LW |z)>0o0r LV |z)> 0} for every pair 91,92 € © with ¥; < Ja.

Note 5.9. If the likelihood ratio A(x) is a decreasing function with respect to some
statistic T'(x), then it’s obviously an increasing function with respect to —7'(z), so the

distribution of the sample has the MLR property with respect to T%(X) = —T'(X).

Proposition 5.1. If the joint distribution of the sample X belongs to the one-
parameter multivariate exponential family with f(z;9) = h(z)eQ@WT@)=AW) and the
function @ : © — R is strictly increasing, then the distribution of the sample has the
MLR property with respect to the statistic 7'(X).

Note 5.10. If the function @ : ©® — R is strictly decreasing, then Q*(9¥) = —Q(¥)
is obviously a strictly increasing function, so the distribution of the sample has the
MLR property with respect to 7*(X) = —T'(X).

Theorem 5.2. (Karlin - Rubin) Suppose that the distribution of the sample X has
the MLR property with respect to some statistic T'(X).

i. We want to specify a test for the hypotheses Hy : ¥ < 9¢ vs. Hy : ¢ > ¥y. For
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given a € (0,1), a UMP test of size « is given by:

1, T(x)>c
or) =47, T(zr)=c
0, T(x)<c

ii. We want to specify a test for the hypotheses Hy : ¥ > 9¢ vs. Hy : ¥ < 9. For
given a € (0,1), a UMP test of size « is given by:

1, T(x)<c
p(r) =147, T(zr)=c
0, T(x)>c

The constants ¢ € R and v € [0, 1] are specified so that m,(d) = a.

Note 5.11. In the first case, we observe that we could apply the fundamental Neyman

- Pearson lemma for the simple hypotheses Hy : 9 = 9 vs. Hy : 9 = 91 with ¢1 > 9.
L(Vo|x)

Then, we would solve the inequality L) <€ to specify the critical region of the
test. Since ¥y < 11, the likelihood ratio gggé:g is an increasing function with respect

to T'(X) according to the MLR property, so the ratio ﬁgg?};; is a decreasing function

with respect to T'(X). Therefore, it holds that ﬁgg?}g

for some other constant c,. A similar observation can be made in the second case.

< cif and only if T(X) > ¢4

Example 5.9. Let X1,..., X, ~ N (u, 02) be a random sample with known p. We
want to specify a UMP test for the hypotheses Hy : 02 > 03 vs. Hy : 0% < 0f. We

observe that:

_ 1 < n
f(l?;O’Z):(QT[') ”/2exp{—%‘2 ($i—u)2—210g02}7
i=1
where Q(0?) = —# is a strictly increasing function and T'(z) = S°1, (x; — pu)?, so

the distribution of the sample has the MLR property with respect to the statistic
T(X). According to the Karlin - Rubin theorem, the critical region of the test is
given by T'(x) < c. It remains to specify the constant ¢ so that 7, (03) = «a. Given
that X1,..., X, ~ N(u,08), we know that:
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Therefore, we calculate that:

T(X)<e & Q(X)= algT(X) <o =

)

Skl o

E,2 [(p(X)] = = Pog (Q < Ca) = = Ca = X727,;1—Oc'

Finally, we arrive at the following UMP test:

17 Z?:l(xi - H)2 < U(%X%L;lfa
pla) = n 2 2.2 - b
0, Z¢:1(l‘z’ — @)= 00 Xn;1—a

Example 5.10. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ Beta(1,9) be a random sample with 9 > 0 and
f(z;9) = 9(1—2)?~! for z € (0,1). We want to specify a UMP test for the hypotheses
Hy: 9 <9 vs. Hy: 9 > 1. We observe that:

1

1—CCZ'

f(x;z?):exp{(l—ﬂ)Zlog +nlog19},
i=1

where Q(¥) = 1 — 9 is a strictly decreasing function and T'(z) = — >, log(1 — ;),
so the distribution of the sample has the MLR property with respect to the statistic
T*(X) = —T(X). According to the Karlin - Rubin theorem, the critical region of the
test is given by T%(x) > c¢. Given that Xi,..., X, ~ Beta(1, ), we know that:

T (X) = Zlog(l - Xl) ~ Gamma(naﬁo)v Q (X) = 2190T (X) ~ X%nv
i=1

according to example 4.7 (page 76). Therefore, we calculate that:
THX)>c & Q(X)=20T(X)=—290T"(X) < co = —20qc,

Eﬁo [QO(X” =a = Pﬁo (Q < Ca) =a = Ca= X%n;l—a'

Finally, we arrive at the following UMP test:

]-a 72290 Z?:l IOg(]_ - l‘l) < X%n;l—a
plz) = . , - H
O’ _2290 Ziil log(l - ml) > Xon;l—a

Example 5.11. Let Xi,...,X,, ~ Pareto(k,\) be a random sample with & > 0,
known A > 0, f(x; k) = x);’fl and F(z; k) =1— (E)/\ for z > k. We want to specify a

T

UMP test for the hypotheses Hy : k > kg vs. Hy : k < kg. For k1 < ko, we calculate
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the following likelihood ratio:

Llka|z) (k2" Likaoo) (z(r))
Ll | 2) ( > =M. 1@

== = x(1).
ki) Ly ooy (2(1) W

Let t1,ta € (k1,00) with t; < to. We distinguish the following cases:
e For ky < t1 <ty < ko, it holds that )\(tl) =0= )\(

t2).
ni
e For ky <ty < ks < to, it holds that A(t;) = 0 < (’g—f) = A(t2).

A
e For k1 < ks < {1 < o, it holds that A(t;) = (%)” — A(t2).

Therefore, the function A(¢) is increasing on (ki,00), i.e. the distribution of the
sample has the MLR property with respect to the statistic T'(X) = X (1) According
to the Karlin - Rubin theorem, the critical region of the test is given by T'(z) < c.
Given that Xy,..., X, ~ Pareto(ko, \), we know that:

1

QY) = - T(X) = -

o X(1) ~ Pareto(1,n)),

according to example 4.4 (page 74). Therefore, we calculate that:
T(X)<ec & QX)=—TX)<ca=—

Ewlp(X)]=a = P, (Q<c)=a =

1 _
1—@:04 = o= (1—a) V™

Finally, we arrive at the following UMP test:

1, xq < ko(l —a)~t/m
p(z) = . :
0, (1) > ko(l — a)—l/n)\

Example 5.12. Let X,..., X, ~U(0,9) be a random sample. We want to specify a
UMP test for the hypotheses Hy : ¥ < ¥g vs. Hy : ¥ > 9g. For 91 < 92, we calculate
the following likelihood ratio:

nq n
L(V2 | x) _ <191> M =\NT), T(zx)=x(y).
V2) Lo, ()

Let t1,t2 € (0,92) with ¢; < to. We distinguish the following cases:

e For 0 <t; <ty <95 <, it holds that A(t)) = (%;)” — A(t2).

e For 0 <t < 91 <ty < Ua, it holds that \(t;) = (%)" < 00 = A(ta).
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o For 0 < ¥ <t <ty <19, it holds that )\(tl) =00 = )\(tg).

Therefore, the function A(t) is increasing on (0, ¥2), i.e. the distribution of the sample
has the MLR property with respect to the statistic T'(X) = X(,). According to the
Karlin - Rubin theorem, the critical region of the test is given by T'(z) > ¢. Given
that X1,..., X, ~U(0,9), we know that:

1

Q) = 5-T(X0) = 5

= 9 X(n) ~ Beta(n, 1),

according to note 4.4 (page 70). Therefore, we calculate that:

Cc

T(X)>c & QX)= 1910T(X) > o=

Eg, [0(X)]=a = Py (Q@>ca)=a = 1-c"=a = co=(1-a)/"

Finally, we arrive at the following UMP test:

1, T(n) > 190(1 — a)l/n

p(x) = O

0, @(m <Vo(l—a)/m |

Theorem 5.3% Suppose that the joint distribution of the sample X belongs to the
one-parameter multivariate exponential family with f(z;9) = h(z)e9@T@)=AW) and
the function @ : © — R is strictly monotone. We want to specify a test for the
two-sided composite hypotheses Hy : 9 < ¥ or @ > 99 vs. Hy : 1 < ¥ < 9. For
given a € (0,1), a UMP test of size « is given by:

1, c<T(x)<ec

v, T(z)=c

Y2, T(x) =c2

0, T(z)<crorT(z)>co

The constants ci,c2 € R, 71,72 € [0, 1] are specified so that m,(¢1) = m,(¥2) = a.

5.4 Generalized Likelihood Ratio Tests

Definition 5.6. Consider the general hypotheses Hy : 9 € ©g vs. Hy : ¥ € ©1, where
OpUB; =0 and ©gNO; = &. The following statistic:

supyee, L(V | v)
supyee L(V | )

N (z) =

)

is called the generalized likelihood ratio.
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Note 5.12. It obviously holds that 0 < A\*(z) < 1 Vz € S. If the MLEs J of ¥ and
Jo = arg maxycg, £(V | ) of ¥ under the null hypothesis Hy : ¥ € O exist, then it
follows that:

)

o | B
o &

| z

= ~—

| x

Generalized Likelihood Ratio Criterion: A test of size « for the general hy-
potheses Hy : ¥ € Og vs. Hy : ¥ € ©1, where OgU©O; = O and Oy N O, = @, is given
by:
1, M) <ec
o) =197y, N(z)=c-
0, XN(z)>c

8

The constants ¢,y € [0, 1] are specified so that supycg, Ty (V) = a.

Note 5.13. Intuitively, the numerator of the ratio \*(x) expresses the maximum
likelihood under the null hypothesis, while the denominator expresses the maximum
likelihood as a whole. If the numerator is much smaller than the denominator, i.e.
the ratio A*(x) is close to 0, then it’s not very probable that the sample X follows a
distribution with parameter value ¥ which belongs to the set ©g, so we reject Hy. If
the numerator is close enough to the denominator, i.e. the ratio A*(x) is close to 1,
then we cannot distinguish how probable it is that the sample X follows a distribution
with parameter value ¥ which belongs to the set ©¢ compared to a parameter value

which belongs to the entire parameter space O, so we don’t reject Hy.

Example 5.13. Let X5,..., X, ~U(0,9) be a random sample. We want to specify
a test for the hypotheses Hy : ¢ = ¥ vs. H; : ¥ # 9y and calculate its power.
According to example 3.42 (page 58), we know that the statistic a(X) = X(n) is the
MLE of ¢. Since the null hypothesis Hy is simple, we infer that 50 = 1. Therefore,

we calculate that:

LMo lx) 95wy (3wy)  [my/P0]", LORSCE

N (z) = 2 —
LO2)  [2w)] " Loww, (Tm) 0, Z(n) > Do

According to the generalized likelihood ratio criterion, the critical region of the test

is given by:

N(r)<e & [SIEZ)] < cor Ty > Yo & T(n) < 190@1/71 Or Z(p) > Yo.

Under the null hypothesis Hy, i.e. given that X7,..., X, ~U(0,¥y), we know that:

Q) = 5 9(X) = 5

= 5 (n) ~ Beta(n, 1),
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according to note 4.4 (page 70). Hence, we calculate that:
Xy < Yoct/™ or Xmy>v & Q<ca= ™ or Q > 1,

Egy [p(X)]=a = Py, (Q <ca)+Py(Q@>1)=a = co = /™.

Therefore, we arrive at the following test:

( ) 1, T(n) < ’1900[1/" OT T(p) > Yo
p(x) = .
0, Yoo/™ < zy < Vo

For ¥ > 9y, we calculate that:
Bo(9) = Py (X () < W00/} + Py (X(n) > ¥0)
=P, (;X(n) < al/”b;o> + Py <;X(n) > rlj;)
(B (3 e 3
For ¥ < 1y, we calculate that:

1 9
Py (X(n) > 790) =Py <79X(n) > ;) =0,

) a(Wo/N", 0> dgal/m
/l9 p—

1 Y
Py (X(n) < 29004””) =Py (ﬁX(n) < al/ni .
1, 9 < Yoat/"

Finally, we conclude that:

1, 9 < Ypat/"
/890(79) - o (190/19)”, 19()041/” <Y <y - ]
1—(1—a)(@/9)", 9>

Proposition 5.2. Suppose we want to specify a test for the hypotheses Hy : ¥ = vg
vs. Hy 19 # 9¢ or the hypotheses Hg : 91 < ¥ < ¥ vs. Hy : 9 < vq or 9 > 2. Then,

the generalized likelihood ratio criterion leads to a test of size « of the following form:

1, T(x)<ciorT(z)>co
71, T(‘/L‘) =a
plz) =
72, T(‘T) =2
0, a<T(z)<c
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The constants ci1,c2 € R and 71,72 € [0,1] are specified so that 7,(J9) = a or

To(V1) = my(¥2) = a respectively.

Theorem 5.4. (Wilks) We want to specify a test for the hypotheses Hy : ¢ € ©
vs. Hy 19 € ©1, where ©g UB; = O and ©g N O = &. Suppose that the regularity
conditions for the asymptotic efficiency of the MLE of ¢ are satisfied. If d is the
number of restrictions that the null hypothesis Hy sets on the parameter space O,

then it follows that:
Dp(X) = —2log X\ (X) = =2 [€(00 | X) — £ | X)| SV ~ x2.
Therefore, we arrive at the following asymptotic test of size a:

1, —2log A\j(7) > XZa
o(r) = T
0, —2log\i(z) < X?l

Hed

5.5 Statistical Hypothesis Tests for a Normal Population

Let Xq,...,.X,, ~ N (u,a2) be a random sample. We want to specify tests for
the hypotheses Hy : u = pg vs. Hy : p # po. We distinguish 3 cases which we present
throughout this paragraph.

Example 5.14. The variance 2 is known. We know that X ~ A (,u, %02) is the
MLE of pu. We calculate that:

log \*(@) = U(po [ ) — U1 | =) = . [Z(fﬂz — p0)> =D (i — 90)2]

942
20% |15 i=1
1 n n
= 5,2 (nu% — 20 Zaj‘z + 2?21’1 — an)
g i=1 i=1
n _ 9 no_ 2
=~ 53 (16— 21T + 22" = 77) = =5 (T — o)

According to the generalized likelihood ratio criterion, the critical region of the test

is given by:

T — o

N > Co = Vet

— 2
N(z)<e & (9602//:2)>c*:—210gc & ’

Under the null hypothesis Hy, i.e. given that X1,..., X, ~ N (1, 0?), we know that
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Z = f/_\;%o ~ N(0,1). Therefore, we calculate that:

e (=

=1—®(ca) + P(—ca) =1—P(ca) + 1 — P(co) =2[1 — P(cy)] =

> ca> =Py (Z > ca) + Puy(Z < —ca)

o _ o
@(Ca):1_§ = =92 1(1—5) = Za/2-
Finally, we arrive at the following test of size a:
1, Lo > Zom
gp(_q;) = ;/_ﬁ af 0O
0, o//n < Za/2
Note 5.14. In the previous test, we observe that:
T — [o
A= e R™: <Z
{:” o/ |~ 2}
T ER T — Zujg—e < o ST+ Zojr—m
- . a/Q\/ﬁ SWURS a/2\/ﬁ

= {x eER":po € Zyi—a(z) = [a: — Za/2%7i+ Za/Q\;ﬁ] } ,
where Z,,.1_q(x) is the 100(1 — )% equal-tailed CI for the mean p. In other words,
we don’t reject Hy : u = po against Hy : p # po at statistical significance level «
if and only if the value pg lies inside the 100(1 — «)% equal-tailed CI for p. This
connection between Cls and tests with two-sided alternative hypotheses provides us
with an alternative method of specifying the critical region of tests with two-sided

alternative hypotheses.

2

Example 5.15. The variance o~ is unknown. According to example 3.44 (page 59),

we know that 7i = 7 and 02 = %‘152. Under the null hypothesis Hg, i.e. given that

1= po, we know that 63 = L > (2; — po)?, according to example 3.38 (page 56).

T n

Therefore, we calculate that:

n

o 1 L
a%z—Z(xi—x+x—ug)2
i=1

- % D (@i =)+ n(@ — po)® +2(T — po) Y _(wi — x)]
i—1 i=1
=02+ (T —po)® + %(E — [0) (Z:cz - na:) =52+ (T — po)?,

i=1
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log \*(x) = £ (o, 05 | ) — £ (fi,0° | x)

n. 02 1 & 1 —
_ 0 2 N2
_—§log§—@A (x; — po) +ﬁ' (x; — T)
=1 =1
n (T — po)? n.on n n(T — po)*
= g |1 SR P |1 BT RO
2Og[+ 52 ] 23 2Og[+(n—l)32

According to the generalized likelihood ratio criterion, the critical region of the test

is given by:
=, \2
vay<e o g1 M o mge
= \2 i =, \2
1+ n(gf_ 1/;08)2 S M = 20 /n PN (1"82/,[;[/)) S o — (n i 1) (C** N 1) N
T — o
> — ***'
sJvn Co =V
Under the null hypothesis Hy, we know that T' = gf% ~ t,—1, according to example

4.13 (page 79). Therefore, we calculate that:

By ()] = B (| 2
=1—Fr(ca) + Fr(—ca) =2[1 — Fr(ca)] =

> ca> =Py (T > ca) + Py (T < —ca)

@ _ e}
FT(COc) =1- 9 =  Ca = FT1 <1 - 5) = tnfl;a/Z-
Finally, we arrive at the following test of size a:
1> Li > tn—l'a/?
) = s/vn .
#(e) 0, [Tt
) s/y/n| n—1;a/2

2

Example 5.16. The variance o“ is unknown and we want to specify an asymptotic

test. Under the null hypothesis Hy, we know that:

yn_,U*0 d

Sulvn

according to example 4.23 (page 84). Therefore, we arrive at the following asymptotic

T(X) = Z ~ N(0,1),

test of size a:

T—fo
P e U
07 :;\l/‘% gZa/?
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Alternatively, we know that:

=2

Y_ 2
Dp(X) = —2log X5 (X) = nlog [1 + W] LS

according to Wilks’ theorem. Hence, we arrive at the following asymptotic test of

size o

p(z) =

1, nlog [1 + (E_a‘éo)g} > X3
2
1

0, nlog [1 - (E}’QO)Z} <Xl
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